




STRONGER TOGETHER

Nrf;uef yAeftAefpSif:Nrf;uef yAeftAefpSif:

vgif;wlif.ekdifcmof:wmif: 20 yvgif;wlif.ekdifcmof:wmif: 20 yD
A  twenty-year journey of activism

qkrf:uyf:Omefvgif;emif:bdif:wh:qkrf:uyf:Omefvgif;emif:bdif:wh:
Shan Women's Action Network

March 2019



vrf:e[:vrf:e[: ej;vduf;ej;vduf;

acj;uGmrf: Ogef:zmuf,xkdif 1

wgef; 1 ykdef:pof:cK; 3
qkrf;rkuf.qkrf: 5

bldif:rhmsv; ykdef:ykdef.vif 6

cmof:wmif: vgif;tgif,rmefurf;zgif; 8

ykdef:vif vgif;wh:vh;pmrf:wD;bl, 11

acj;olef.ch;xdkif zl;ugef:umef qkrf:Ogef: 13

wgef; 2 yldifumefpof:cj; 19
yhm:ydnf,nj, 21

yluf:ygifemif:bdif: 31

emif:bdif:bl,vDrlef;Oldof: 39

wgef; 3 Odkof,sv; yyf.vduf;zdkefvhm: 49
vhm:umefygh,OAif aI,wD,blof, 50

cldif;uSrfrkdof: wj,yefwmif:N.sv; Olef:wkrf 51

zkdefvhm:imef: 55

wgef; 4 umefOlef:wkrfsv; Omif;eSif;umef 61
umefOlef:wkrf e[:wlif,olif:ulef: 62

umefOlef:wkrf wj,vgif;irf:bAef ref;ukdrf:cmof:bmof: 
vgif;yluf:ygif ckdef;Omif.sv; vgif;pAwfOmif;xkuf,rSef;yldif 67

Olef:wkrf wgef;wj, Okef,vh;Okef,yAefemif:bdif:sv; 
vgif;zAif,yAif:bdif:qhm: 67

eSif;umefsv; umefOlef:wkrf 
qgrf:qkrf:emif: bdif:wmif,rl,wmif,qkrf: e[:rldif:rmef; 71

eSif;umefsv; umefOlef:wkrf qef.Okdif,wldif:sv; vkrf;'j. 73

qkrf:yefwmif:qgh;xSrfOgef: 80



Table of contents page number

ACRONYMS i

MESSAGE FROM SWAN 2

PART 1: OUR STORY 3
SWAN Logo 5

Mission & Purpose 7

Timeline of Some Achievements 9

History of Shan Displacement 11

Refl ections from the SWAN Coordinators 14

PART 2: OUR PROGRAMS 19
Education 21

Women's Empowerment 31

Women's Well-Being 39

PART 3: MEDIA & PUBLICATIONS 49
Radio Broadcasting 50

Awareness Raising Information Tools 52

Reports 56

PART 4: ADVOCACY & NETWORKING 61
Community Advocacy 64

Advocating for sustainable peace, 
development and ethical practices 68

Advocating for women’s human rights 
and gender equality 68

Networking and advocacy with other 
women’s organizations in Burma 72

Networking and advocacy at regional 
and international levels 73

SWAN'S DONORS 81



ACRONYMS

APWLD Asia Pacifi c Forum on Women, Law & 
Development

ARROW  Asia Pacifi c Resource and Research Center 
for Women 

AWID Association for Women’s Rights and 
Development 

AT Advisory Team

CAM  CEDAW Action Myanmar

CBO  Community Based Organization

CSO  Civil Society Organization

CEDAW  Convention on the Elimination of all Forms 
of Discrimination Against Women

DBC  Danish Burma Committee

DANIDA  Danish International Development Agency

GEN  Gender Equality Network

ID  Information & Documentation

IDR  Information, Documentation & Research 

INGO  International Non-Governmental 
Organization 

IWRAW-AP  International Women’s Rights Action 
Watch Asia Pacifi c

SSWDO Shan State Women’s Development 
Organization 

SSWO Shan State Women’s Organization

SWSS  Senior Women of Shan State

SPDC  State Peace and Development Council

SWAN  Shan Women’s Action Network

TYN  Tai Youth Network 

WEP  Women’s Empowerment Program

WLB  Women’s League of Burma

WON  Women’s Organization Network

WWB  Women’s Well-Being

STRONGER TOGETHER
A  twenty-year journey of activismi



Nrf;uef yAeftAefpSif:
vgif;wlif.ekdifcmof:wmif: 20 yD 1

acK;uGmrf: Ogef:zmuf,xdkfifacK;uGmrf: Ogef:zmuf,xdkfif
qArfrdlof; qkrf:Ogef:pof:cK; sw,pAwf:umef wgefwK, vgif;zAif,yAif:su;bdif:-qhm:sv; vgif;TwK:rmef,rSef; ykef;wK, 
ulef:ul;auK. efG:omef;rdlif:pof:cK; tduf,yK: umefwlif.edkif wKawrD:vgif;vSuf;vhm; efG;wlif,olif:ulef:sv; iof:vhm:umefrdlif: 
pmef.awK,xdkifbmrf:vAof rD:rK: (20) yD bof./ vgif;tefpof:cj;rD:q[ rdlefyD;rldefegif. 'dif;rkuf.qkrf:pof:cj; Nrf;aO 
tgefNofwSyf:wwf: vgif;bkrf,brfpof:cj; tefoh.uj;cefedlof vgif;trf,qSuf,szaO yefpSif:vgif;Nrf;Omif;qldof: 
eef. yAeftAefpSif:wgef;wj,pof:cj; cmrf;ylef.vgif;cAif,wj. tefpof:cj;xlyf:nj: e[:cmof:wmif: vhmyDylef.rj:bof./ 

pof:cK;awOdkyf,urf.qgh; ulef:oef;ulef:rdlif:pof:cK;sv; pof:cK;auK; awbdyf:ref;yef;uSef, tAefpAif:pof:cK;sv; 
vgif;zgrf.Nrf; tefvh;rK:wD; erf.qfG rdlefeif,yD;eif,egif. wif:vgif;pAwf:umef yAefxdrf:eef.aO awOdkyf,bmif; 
cdkef;eK;bl,/ pof:cj;bif:rD:q[ yef;uSef,eSef;ej; wj,awOmif;tgif;wD; umefwlif.edkifemif:bdif:sv; wj,pAwf:P; 
rD:rj: vgif;zAif,yAif:e[:su;bdif:-qhm: e[:wlif,olif:ulef:/

tgefwmif:Odyf:yDeef. ulef:rldif:pof:cj; xlyf;nj:vgif;Twj:trf,rmef,rSef; vhmqldof.vhmyldif/ e[[:su; 1996 xdkif 1998 
eef. vlifygifqdkif;Odkuf:rmef; wAuf:q[.ulef:rdlif:P;chm.omef; ej: Olefsv; ulef:rdlif: rldif:wh:ygwf:umif eyf.NofOSef 
vh;ygh,ydkef.ySwf; omef;uldwf,rldif:egef:aO yhm;cof;ql:rldif:xh:/ ulef:rldif:pof:cj; xkuf,cj;pSrf xkuf,omif:zSefaO uef.qef 
vlvhm pAwf:pkuf.phm./ yD;egif.wh:yhm;az: qldof:rj:pAwf:umefe[:rldif:xh:auj; xkuf,yldef;udefqduf:udefMef/ 

wif:vifOdyf:yDrj:eh. ykef;wj,ulef:rdlif:pof:cj; urf;yj;erf yh,rkif;pefOhmvSif: bif:rlof:rgifbl,/ qdkif;rldif:pof:cj;ywf.
ydkef. vh;bl,zhm,w[;wyf.Odkuf:tkyf.ydlif, pdkif (50)yDyhm/ vldofaOeef. ulef:e[:wlif,olif:auj; rD:vgif;wSuf,bhm;uefoh.
vlnf; Oj,Oej,sv; vgif;q[qyf:yAif: zhm,qldof.cldof:vlef.vldof qldof:eef.bl,/ vgif;tefvh;rj:N.pef ulef:rldif: 
pof:cj; vh;cmrf,wmif:wkuf.cbmyf,zkdwf,aO vh;Odkyf,yhm;tguf,Ndef:ab: yAefzl;pmrf:wD;bl, ugyf;yldof;yAefymifwdkuf:e[:su; 
qkrf:bdyf:ugif;umife[:qdkif;wh:eh. pAwf:P;pof:cj; q[trf,Oldof:qgrf: sw.sw./ eh.aO trf,uj: vgif;tefzifrmuf,rSif: 
awj,uefqldof:eef. bif:tmrf,vlof,vmwf;bof./

pof:cj;N.xdkifoj; ymifwdkuf:qldof:eh. sw,rj:wD;ulef:rD:tj,ej, c[;vh;vgif; ukrf:urf vldofaO vgif;irf:bAef/ vguf:vhm:qldof:eh. 
seyefMh:oh.oj; P;pof:cj; rD:pSif:urf.cmrf,awj,Ol; wldof:erfrj:eef.sv; umefwlif.edkifawj,Ol; rD:pSif:rj:eef.bof./ 
e[:cmof:bmrf:vAofuef pof:cj;auj; cdkef:wSyf:wwf:q[ref;uSef,eSef;ejoj; awsp.uif;yefwj,Okef,vh;sv; 
wj,Twj:xkuf,rSef; wgef;wj,emif:bdif:pof:cj;sv; ulef:e[:wlif,olif:/ pof:cj;auj;awOdkyf,Olef:q[ cdkef:wlofuof,sv; 
eSif;umefpof:cj; tduf,yj:ulef:e[:wlif,olif:pof:cj; vgif;wmif:ulef:qldof:rD:tj,ej, pefvh;sv; trf,qmif;pefaO 
awykdwf,ymif,qdseoj; yAefzl;v[tefbj.qdkof;OAif qldof:pof:cj; cwf:q[Omif;vgif;bkrf,brfsv; Omif;tlnf:vDbl,/ 

pof:cK; xkyf:nK:vgif;cAif,wK. wif:erfsv; bl,oh.efG:cmoff:bmrf: vlrf:vSif.bif:xgif:pSif:bl, aOwK.auK; zo tefpof:cK; 
pAwf:P; vSuf;vhm; vDwdlof:rK: wif:erfeef. pAwf:P;pof:cK; bdkif;cSef:bkrf,brf edlofyhm:olef.pof:cK; tefyAef rl,ydlif 
emif:bdif:sv; rD:qfGoh.ref;uSef, wK,awvh; Okef,vh;Okef,yAefulef: tduf,yK:vgif;TwK:rmef,rSef;efG:wlif,olif: 
wgef;wK,ulef:ul;auK. efG:qdkif;rdlif:pof:cK;bof./ ugyf;ehsv; pof:cK; tofukif,rkef rSif,yefacK;rkef: wK,P;N. vgif;ydlif 
umefpof:cK;sv; acK;olef.ch;xdkifurf;zgif; tefrD:edlof umefwlif.edkifpof:cK; efG:cmof:wmif: (20) yD ydlif:zh;seyef 
vgif;tefpof:cK; vh;cwf:qfGpAwf:Omif;rK: ydlifvlifref: efG:su; yD 2009 xdkif 2018 efG:rdlif:Nrf;wkrfsv; qgrf;vSef 
vdef wh:-xh:/ pof:cK;auK; rkif;rgif:oh.xK; zgef:umefvD tefpof:cK;awOmif;xSif; efG:cmof:wmif: Odyf:yDwmif:eK;/

pof:cK; cgyf;qfGbfG,erfxdkif zl;qgh;xSrfpof:cK; urf.qgh;yefpSif:pof:cK;rK: efG:cmof:wmif:Omof:yD qdlof:bif:ref;qfGedlof umef 
imef:tefpof:cK; pAwf:Omif;sv; zgif:rD:wmif:bmyf,zdkwf,trf,oK; qdlof:qkuf:bdkef:Nrf;qgrf:pof:cK; qArfrdlof;pof:cK; 
sw,cmof:wmif:Omif;vgif;irf:bAef wgef;wK,ul;auK.eef. cK;bof./ vlnf;trf,rD: vgif;urf.xSrfOlqof; awtrf,qmif; 
pAwf:Omif;umefimef: tefbgef;xdkifql: ulef:efG:wlif,olif:pof:cK; P;ayK:xdkifwD;/ pof:cK; oh.erf.euf:edlof tefOlqof; 
Nrf;rdkof:uefaO Odkyf,Olef:wlrfyef wgef;wK,aw urf.qgh;pof:cK;eef. pAwf:P;pof:cK; wSyf;wwf:qfGoh. ref;ref; 
uSef,uSef,oK; pof:cK; awcAif,wK.awK,Ol; vgif;TwK:trf,rmef,rSef;sv;Oif awOdkyf,pAwf:umef wK,umefrdlif: 
awvSuf;vhm;rK:sv;Oif wK,rD:rK:vgif;irf:bSef P;udkuf:rdlif:pof:cK;uGK, awK,qlof;eef.cK;bof./ 

vlnf;vgif;zgrf.Nrf;aOvlnf;vgif;zgrf.Nrf;aO
rl,yD;egif. qkrf:uyf:Omefvgif;emif:bdif:wh:rl,yD;egif. qkrf:uyf:Omefvgif;emif:bdif:wh:

Nrf;uef yAeftAefpSif:
vgif;wlif.ekdifcmof:wmif: 20 yD 1



STRONGER TOGETHER
A  twenty-year journey of activism2

Message from SWAN
It has been twenty years since the day we, the Shan Women’s Action Network set out 
to work for gender equality and justice for all in our homeland, alongside the 
movement for social and political change in the country. Our sense of sisterhood, our 
organizational culture of collective leadership and decision-making, our belief in the 
values of non-discrimination and inclusion have been a source of energy and strength 
for us in overcoming the many challenges we have faced over the years.

As we move forward, continuing to serve the people of our homeland, we confi dently 
hold onto the source of our strength and unity that derives from a sense of sisterhood 
and team work. We, remain committed to creating a space for women’s activism, and 
catalyzing a movement for gender equality in and beyond our communities.

During our fi rst decade, the people of our homeland faced multiple injustices: mass 
forced relocations by Burma’s military regime in 1996-1998 that uprooted hundreds of 
thousands of villagers in central Shan State, forcing them to fl ee to Thailand; 
massacres and systematic rape used to subjugate and terrorize our communities and, 
the exploitation of Shan refugee labour in Thailand.

In the second decade, the situation remained grim for most of the people in our 
homeland. Our communities are being divided by religious and identity 
fundamentalists, on top of more than 70 years of increased militarization throughout 
the country. It is heart-breaking to witness the suffering of our communities 
continuing to fl ee their homes and becoming displaced because of escalating fi ghting 
among ethnic armed groups within Shan State, not to mention the illegal use of land 
mines against our own people. 

We are convinced that this fi ghting is instigated by those who, having power and 
infl uence, do not want peace but control. These tactics follow a pattern, which is a 
signal for us to be more resilient and reinforce our resistance. At the same time, we 
reaffi rm our commitment to defend the human rights and justice of our women and 
community members. We will keep reminding ourselves and our networks and 
communities about those with visible and invisible power, to identify and expose 
those who are discrediting those of us who are trying to build trust and alliances.

Despite the many challenges and turbulent times, the difference we have made in the 
lives of many, has reinforced our belief in feminist principles, and our commitment to 
equality, human rights and social justice for all people living in our homeland. So we 
are proud to share our program updates and some refl ections on our twenty years of 
activism, highlighting our efforts from 2009 to 2018 across Burma and along the Thai-
Burma border, in particular. We look forward to celebrating another decade of our 
work.

We are immensely grateful to our supporters over the last twenty years who have 
continued to believe in the work we do and have stood in solidarity with us since we 
began our journey for peace and justice for all, especially through the most diffi cult 
times. Without you, our efforts could not have impacted the community we work for 
so effectively. We value your continued and collective advocacy and support, which 
reinforces our determination to challenge injustice and work for genuine political 
change and lasting peace in our homeland. 

In Solidarity,
Sisters of the Shan Women’s Action Network
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arts posture. The logo represents 
our desire to preserve our culture 
and to protect ourselves. 
According to Shan legend, the 
Kennari lives in the deep jungles 
of the Himalayan foothills. This 
golden creature is not only 
beautiful but warm-hearted, 
peaceful and faithful to other 
beings.
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M ISS ION  & PURP OSE BACKGR OUND
We are committed to striving 
for gender equality and justice 
for Shan women in the struggle 
for social and political change in 
Burma. Our work is conducted 
through community-based actions, 
research and advocacy. The Shan 
Women’s Action Network (SWAN) 
is one of the founding members 
of the Women’s League of Burma 
(WLB), an umbrella women’s 
organization comprising 13 
women’s groups from Burma.

Prior to the establishment of 
SWAN, an informal network of 
Shan women along the Thai-
Burma border coordinated 
programs responding to the 
needs of displaced Shan people. 
However, it was collectively 
decided more could be achieved 
by forming a formal network, 
resulting in the establishment 
of the Shan Women’s Action 
Network (SWAN) on the 28th of 
March 1999. 

P
O
W
E
R

orking together for 
peace & freedom

mpowering women 
for a better life

aising awareness 
to preserve natural 
resources & the 
environment

romoting the rights of 
women & children

pposing exploitation of 
and violence against 
women and children;
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 :femi:mhv.fyy;zsfedky }feq.feu.fimGc[o]  
N :hw;fidkq:felu;hv,fekO;foi.fou;fr  

 ;femr:fidlr.fumr:feSW:fomqDwr,Kua ;vs:fegO
(Danish Burma Committee - DBC) 

 oz;figv .filw:foi ;zsfedky,fugt,fwdt;frlp
 ,figp:fwgy:hx:fidlr:[e :za;mhy:hw,fegt;fukv
  :femifemufrSx.frufimufigu:fedkiKp,Kw;fegw

,Kn,fidy:mhyfemu;figp

 )fimufekO( ,fodlw,feSO,fwdky:fegO
/:Dw;felw;Dw

 fidke.filwfemufidly:Dr 3 femufidly
 :frkv 2  ;Dw 

 :frkq;foc;lz 200 yhm

 :fegO:frkq;fiw,jua
c.fwmrfedlv 82 dx:feo Bf
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1999
SWAN founded on 28 March

2002

  
  

2005
Recipient of the Peter Gruber 

Women’s Rights prize

  

2006

2009

2014
SWAN Taunggyi centre opened

2015

2018

 TIMELINE OF SOME ACHIEVEMENTS

SWAN and Danish Burma Committee 
(DBC) produces a docudrama about 
Shan refugee children in northern 
Thailand to support the work of 
SWAN’s Education Program.  

SWAN’s radio program, 
“Heng Jai Ying” (which 

translates from Shan 
as Girl’s Power) is first aired 

on Map Radio. 

SWAN releases 2015 annual 
report: Upholding the Rights of 

Women & Children

2019
SWAN’s 20th Anniversary 
celebration in Taunggyi, 

Shan State 

3 active programs 
2 regional offices 
200+ active members. 

Release of joint report with 
Shan Human Rights Foundation: 
License to Rape 
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yulOf;

wMjukifj
ywAifb

arKbvrsFifb

xtOb

[K;cM;

wrl;

zKbykefb

au;oD;

rldif;ukdif

vBm;cKj

rldif;,mif;

v.BauKb
aebysDbawKb

rulpf;

tqjuFif;

OAif;vldOfb

qdwfhwlpfb

vB.vFrf

=Ofylif;

,.if=pfj

oDbayKU

vKjoAOfj
erfhoefb

r.ufbrfgb
rldif;eBm;

vmif;cldOf;

rldif;yefb
rldif;wlef

rldif;omwfb

wKjcDjvAuf;

rldif;,.if;ukef[Aif

uAif;w.if;

rldif;yAif;

uAif;wkif

rldif;cmufb

uRufhtr;

ukefvlif

erfhcrf;

erfhwlj

ymifvlif

wlefjwD;

erfhqmif

rldif;olj

rdwfhusD;eM;

tqjOAif;efg;tqjw.efj nefrD;v.ifjylefhyFef 
vlvBmemif;,dif; efg;yD 1996 - 1999

eMjvdef nefxkufba[Mjvkdyfj
efg;yD 1996 - 1999

rldif:sc,

rldif:oD

rldif:tdef:wdbK.

rldif:vmof:

rldif:xh:

rldif:urf,ay
Township where sexual violence cases 

were committed in 1996 - 1998

Forced Relocation Area in 1996 - 1998 
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if:oD,bSwf,emrf,

,ayK:wD:bK:

ydkef:vifydkef:vif
vgif;wh:vh;pmrf:wD;bl,vgif;wh:vh;pmrf:wD;bl,

HISTORY OF SHAN 
DISPLACEMENT

zgif:rdlof;yD 1996 eef.wyf.Odkuf;rmef; rD:zSefumef 
Odkuf: awj,qkrf:bdyf:ugif;umif,e[:rdlif:wh:aO apj;vdkyf; 
ulef:rldif:eyf.NofOSef/ vdefph;ej:Olef yD;egif.ulef:rdlif: 
auj; vh;xkuf,Odrf: xkuf,bj.ySwf;aO vh;uGj,bl,pdrf:qrf 
oAif:wD;qldof:cof xkuf,wAuf:q[.pAwf:umef auj,Omif;wmif:/ 
ulef:rdlif:wh: xkuf,wmif:Odkuf:rmef; ay.udefpkuf.phm. cj;pSrf 
tduf,yj:uef.qefvlvhm emif:bdif:/ zgif:rldof;eef. 
ulef:rldif:qmof:cldof:wh: sv; wmif,qmof:cldof: wD;rdlif:wh: 
ygwf:umif xkuf,wmif:Odkuf:rmef; wAuf:q[.chm.tguf,Ndef: 
tguf,omef;uGj, aOtrf,uj: P;ulef:omef;tguf,ej;vdef 
wD;awOmif; zhm 'h:'K.b[,vlif wwf:sr;erf.clif:/ 
e[:su; 1996 - 2001 eh. omef; 3500 omef; e[:vdef 
ygwf:qAif,qmef:oef:tguf, rdlif:rmef;eef. xkuf,bj.vSof 
yof,pmrf:ySwf;/ ulef:rldif:auj; vh;yhm;cof;e[:yK,xdlef, 
cmrf;vSefvdef wh:-xh:aO aOj.pjwD;bl,Oof:Nrf;/ 

yD;egif.wh: qdlof:yhm;vgif;wAuf:wAif vgif;qSuf,sz e[:qdkif; 
rldif:Nrf;wkrfrdlif:rmef;rj:qldof:eef. Zdlof,cmrf;vSefvdef 
ylef.cof;rj:e[:rdlif:xh:auj; vh;xlyf:wmif:bmyf,zdkwf, wmif, 
vgif;/ ugyf;ydlof; rldif:xh:eh.trf,q[; qdkif;rdlif:tefvlif:vhm: 
rdkof: wluf:vlif:vh;q[oh.qgrf:vduf;Nrf;rhm qdkif;rdlif:Nrf;wkrf 
vkrf;'K. 1951 tefuAof,vlnf;uefwif: ulef:yhm;az: 
sv; zl;tgefNofrdlif:xh:cof trf,tofykef;zgef: wj,aw 
wlnf:xdkifulef:rdlif;wh:yhm;az:/ ulnf:aOwj.auj; e[:ydlif 
cgwf,zgwf;qdkif;rldif: rldif:xh:eh. yj:oh.oj; vlifygifqdkif; 
rD:ykef;zgef: wj,awsp.uif;? bkuf.rkef:qgh;xSrfyef 
vgif;Okef,vh;Okef,yAefulef:rdlfif: bl,Oof:udefOmif; 
bl,e[:rdlif:xh: ehbof./ 

vgif;tef trf,rD:vgif;sp.uif;yef ulef:rdlif:wh:pof:eef. 
wlnf:vh;wD; umefimef:qdlof:cofvh;pAwf: eif,umeftef 
vDpmif; umefrD:tmef,wsI,sv; bmyf,bAef:cmefqfG/ wh:
qdlof:yAefulef:pAwf:umefbmefrdlif: qdlof:tef uGK,pAwf: 
umefe[:rdlif:xh: urf;erf vh;pAwf:umefzkuf,Ogrf; umefauj, 
Omif;sv; pAwf:umefe[:Ndef:yldef;/ umefqldof:eh. 
yAefumefqgrf:'dif;cmof:sv; ej;Ndef:ulef:pAwf:umef 
bmefrldif:auj; wdkef:vh;chm.wD;bl,Oof: wD;edkif;bof.
wD;edkif; eif,wD;umefauj,Omif; wD;Okrf.wD;xAif e[:ej: 
e[:Olef/ 

In 1996, the Burmese military led a 
widespread offensive against the ethnic 
Shan people, forcibly relocating thousands. 
Villagers were stripped of their land 
and livelihoods and relocated to urban 
areas where they were forced to work on 
construction and infrastructure projects. 
The Shan people also endured torture, 
killings and sexual abuse at the hands of 
the military. It is estimated that during 
this period over 300,000 Shan people and 
other ethnic people were forced from their 
homes in central Shan State by the Burmese 
military, including from lands needed to 
build a largescale hydropower dam on the 
Salween River. Between 1996-2001, more 
than 3,500 villages in south east Burma 
were destroyed. Civilians fl ed into the jungle 
and crossed the Thai-Burma border to seek 
refuge.

Although the Shan fl ed discrimination 
in Burma they found themselves facing 
a different set of challenges across the 
border as Thailand is not a signatory to 
the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status 
of Refugees. The country's leaders are 
still failing to uphold the dignity of Shan 
asylum seekers. However, under Thailand’s 
Constitution the Government has a duty 
to protect, promote and fulfi ll the rights of 
people living in Thailand.

The lack of protection offered to the Shan 
people can be seen in the types of work 
they can obtain: often considered dirty, 
dangerous and demeaning. The majority of 
Shan migrants in Thailand earn daily wages 
in the farming, construction and domestic 
work sectors. As the work is seasonal, 
families are forced to continuously relocate, 
often to construction sites or dilapidated 
accommodation on plantations.
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acj;olef.ch;xdkif acj;olef.ch;xdkif 
zl;ugef:umefqkrf:Ogef:zl;ugef:umefqkrf:Ogef:

Refl ections 
from the SWAN 
Coordinators
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tefOgef:vmwf;sv; tgefOmif;rj:bl,eef. yAefumefyluf:ygifemif:bdif: 

P;rD:erf.uwf.tefoj;eef. cj;pefqSif;vSif:vD/ tefcj; vh;Nrf;Omif; 

ygwf:tgef,wgef;ekdif; e[:umefwlif.ekdifOgef:eef.auj; tofukif,rkefsw.bof./

ykef;zgef:wD; Ogef:ykef;zgef:wD; Ogef:
rldof;yD 2001 eef. tgif;wD;ej;umef zl;ugef:umefrkuf.
qkrf:Ogef: yof,oh.bl,/ tgefwmif:eef. cj;vh;rj:Nrf;cof; 
ymifukrfcgyf,clyf, rldof;yD 2000/ rldof;zgif:ymifukrfeef. cj;vh; 
Nyf.xlyf: emif:bdif: qldof:wlif.edkifpAwf:Omif;umefimef: 
uAof,vlnf;vgif;wmif:vhmydlif/ yAefulef:vAyf:pAef: auj.edkif; 
aOsv; vh;xlyf:pef emif:bdif:wif:erf qlrf:qlrf: 
Oldof:Odlof:aO rj:rguf,vmwf;se umefwlif.edkifcof/ ayj: 
awvmwf;Odkof;Odkof; cj;trf,xmif, awpAwf:umefwD;Ogef: 
wArfcmof:bmrf: ugyf;yldof; cj;trf,rD:erf.uwf. wj,awzgif: 
irf:vkrf: qwf:umefvkrf:/ rldof;eef. cj;pAwf:umefbl,wD; 
Save the Children (UK) tefyuf:Oof:pAwf:umefbl, 
e[:rldif:xh:aO yAefzl;qgh;umefwD;Ogef:yj:/ cK;pof:vh;rj: 
yAef zl;ugef:umefOgef: ugyf;yldof;oj; zl;auj,wif;Ogef: 
urf;zgif;sv; zl;ugef:umefuof, yefpSif:aO wdkuf:Olef: 
P;cj;pAwf:zl;ugef:umef/ 

ohm:aO cj;sw,pmyf,umefwD;Ogef: 20 oef:eef. cj;vh; 
uGj,cdkef; ymifOgef cgrf,yBL,wldof,/ rdlof;eef. Ogef:rD: 
zl;pmyf,umef cmof:bmrf:wArf Ogifauj. ulnf:uj; rD:zl;qgh;xSrf 
sv; zl;zdkuf:umefwif:erf/ tdifeldofvgif;Nrf;Omif;? 
acj;pefxdkifsv; vgif;yefpSif:zl;qgh;xSrfcofeef.aO 
eif,pdkof zgef:umefawtguf,rj:vDeef. cj;auj;oh.q[bmof: 
bmof: pAwf:umefrK:bl,bof./ rkuf.qkrf:pof:cj; xlyf:nj:wmif: 
bmyf,zdkwf, Nrf;yj:vgif; Nrf,vlrf;wif:OAif;/ vgif;bmyf, 
zkdwf,qldof:eh. pAwf:P;cj: q[uSef,cSifaO xSrfpSif:q[yef 
wj,cj;aw Odkyf,pAwf:Omif;uGj,wmif:ej;/ cj;rD:wdkof.wmif: 
vh;uGj,cofNrf; ymifzdkuf:zgef.wif:erf rdlefeif, uAof,vlnf; 
vgif;bdif:qhm: vgif;qwf:umef vguf:vhm:su;vdwf;yefpj 
umefomif:zSefej;Ndef:sv; vgif;ykdef:wh:/ 

e[:su;umif wmif:bmyfzkdwf,vhmqldof.vhmyldifqldof:eef.aO 
cj;auj; wif:pAwf:wif:pAef:aO vh;wgef;Ogef e[:wlofxlyf: 
umefcj;/ cj;ygif,q[rj:erf.euf:uj;cef vgif;Nrf;Omif;eef.
bof./ "umefimef:tefpof:olef.oh.eef. tmrf,qmif;pAwf: 
auj.vAof ayj:Nrf;qgh;xSrfuef Nrf;Omif;vlnf;uef qif,aw 
qmif;tgif,rmef" eheh. trf,q[;oj; bmrf;vltmef,e[: 
vduf;ulnf: ref:yAefwlofxlyf: tefvh;pmyf.N.zifq[cj;oh./
wlofqof;uof,auj; pefxkdif rD;uj;cefrj:/ tefOgef: 

vmwf;sv; tgefOmif;rj:bl,eef. yAefumefyluf:ygif 
emif:bdif: P;rD:erf.uwf.tefoj;eef. cj;pefqSif;vSif: 
vD/ tefcj; vh;Nrf;Omif; ygwf:tgef,wgef;ekdif; e[:umef 
wlif.ekdifOgef:eef.auj; tofukif,rkefsw.bof./ 

rdlof;cj;pAwf:umef,bl,wD;Ogef:eef. cj;vh;pAwf:umef 
uyf:Omefqgrf:emif:bdif: qldof:tefpAwf:umefwlif.edkif 
bl, e[:wlif,olif:wh:pof: wgef;wj,yluf:ygifemif:bdif:sv; 
vkuf;tgef, P;cdkef;bfG,/ e[:cmof:bmrf:vAofuef cj;auj; 
Omif;eSifumefqgrf: emif:bdif:qldof:tefvkuf.wD;wlif,olif: 
wmif,qmof:cldof: (12) qkrf: tefNrf;yj:oh.e[: iof;aujqkrf: 
emif:bdif: (rldif:rmef;)? qkrf:ulef:ekrf,qmof:cldof:sv; qldof
:yAefqkrf:pAwf:umefuAof,vlnf; vgif;wD,rlof,caI,qD,? 
vgif;Okef,vh;Okef,yAef? Okef,vh;emif:bdif:? Okef,vh; 
vkuf;tgef,sv; zl;wlif.edkif wj,awvh;vgif;irf:bAef/ 

xdkifyD 2007 cj;vh;vdkof;umefwD;Ogef:aO vh;uGj,pAwf:umef 
pmyf.ykef;zgef:yAefzl;ugef:umefidkef:wD; iof;aujqkrf: 
emif:bdif: (rdlif:rmef;)/ rmifauj. awqmif;xmrfoj; ugyf;yldof; 
vh;qkrf:cl:zhm,idkef:wgif:sv; vh;umeftefeh.pj.ehbl, 
ulnf:uj;ref:trf,q[;/ ugyf;yldof; cj;vh;vgif;bkrf,brf 
ref;q[wlofuof, wD;wlofxlyf:umeftefcj;rD:rj: rdlof;pAwf: 
Ohmrhmidkef: wgef;wj,clif:umefOgef:eef.bof./ bmrf:vAof 
cj;pAwf:umef,bl,wD; rkuf.qkrf:teftrf,q[;vlifygifqdkif; 
- NGO? qkrf:tefpAwf:umefwgef;wj, vgif;irf:bAef? 
umefyluf:ygife[:rdlif:rmef; pmyf.ykef;zgef:yAefzl;ugef: 
clif:umefoh.bl,/ cj;auj; Odkyf,pAwf:zl;qgh;xSrf Ogef:yj:bl,/ 

rldof:ej;Ogef: rldof:ej;Ogef: 
acj;cmefymuf,Ogef:wif:rlwf:eh. vrf,vgif;sw. ref:yAef 
acj;wluf:vlif:vh;q[ oh.e[:qkrf:/ vgif;tefvrf,vgif; 
Okwf:eh. yAefvgif;yluf:ygifwlofuof,aO P;rD:erf.q[ 
pSif:q[rldefeif,pof:rD: rdlof;auj,wif;Ogef:eef.bof./ 
cj;rkif;rgif:oj; Ogef:awOdkyf,pAwf:umef wgef;wj,awxdkif 
bldif:rhmtefxkuf,rSef;sv; bmif;yhOAef;wmif: tefqkdof; 
q[; tefvrf,vgif;eh. trf,ukdwf:vkdof;aO Odkyf,vSef; 
wduf:wduf: awj,xdkifbdlfif:rhm rldefeif,pof:vSef; 
rj;Iwgef, (Marathon)/

emif:elef:OSifemif:elef:OSif
zl;ugef:umefqkrf: 2001- 2007
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The work we think cannot be done by one 
person, it can be achieved when we cooperate 

and help each other. I realized the value of 
myself and confi dence. I could clearly see the 

improvements that SWAN empowered me to do.

Nuon Hseng
SWAN Coordinator 2001-2007

My Role at SWAN 
In 2001, the SWAN coordinator position 
became available. Before this, I attended the 
anniversary meeting in 2000. During that 
meeting I met and became familiar with 
women active in different areas. As an 
observer, I saw many women who were 
happy and active in sharing their work. 
Honestly, I never thought that I would work 
full time at SWAN because I didn’t have 
administrative skills needed in an offi ce. I 
was working at Save the Children (UK) which 
was based in Thailand and I became a 
volunteer at SWAN the same year. I became 
the SWAN coordinator because some of 
SWAN’s founders and former coordinators 
encouraged me to do so.

They all tried to help me as much as possible 
so I decided to try my best. Twenty-days after 
I started, I had the chance to attend 
computer training. At that time, SWAN had 
only two full time staff but lots of volunteers 
and interns. I worked patiently to achieve 
the best possible outcomes based on the 
cooperation, feedback and encouragement of 
the volunteers. We faced diffi cult times for 
the organization including concerns for our 
security. These obstacles made me stronger 
and encouraged me to forge ahead. I was 
able to attend a lot of trainings on gender, 
offi ce management, problem solving, family 
planning and Shan history.

Without challenges, I would not have been 
able to learn from my work. I started to 
understand the value of teamwork. I once 
read that, ‘the work we think cannot be done 
by one person can be achieved when we 
cooperate and help each other.’ I saw truth in 

this and realized the value of myself and 
confi dence. I could clearly see the 
improvements that SWAN empowered me to 
do. I am very proud to have participated in 
SWAN’s activities.

When I worked at SWAN, I cooperated with 
Shan women who were actively working in 
our Shan communities for the development 
of women and children. At the same time, I 
was able to build networks with women who 
came from different communities from 
12-member organizations of the Women’s 
League of Burma, ethnic youth organizations, 
organizations working for Myanmar 
democracy, human rights, women’s rights, 
children’s rights and peace activists. 

In 2007, I worked as WLB’s fi nance offi cer. 
For this reason, people might ask if this is 
the reason why I received a degree in fi nance 
- but it is not. It is because of my experience 
of doing accounts on many SWAN projects, 
which gave me confi dence. I am currently 
working at a non-government organization 
that works for peace and development in 
Myanmar as a Senior Project Offi cer. I 
continue to cooperate and volunteer with 
SWAN. 

Hope for the Future
SWAN’s messages are all important as is the 
mandate. The most important thing is to 
empower ourselves to have the attitude and 
energy we had when we fi rst founded SWAN. 
I hope that SWAN continues to work for the 
right mission on the right path.  Just like a 
marathon, it’s important not to stop and 
keep going.
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rldof;cj;pAwf:umefqgrf:Ogef:bl,eef. cj;vh;wlofxlyf: wif:erf 

tefpAwf:P;erf.uwf.wmif:arjcj; vDwldof:rj:/ cj;yAefrj:emif:bdif: 

rD:wlofxlyf:umefimef:aO vkuf.wD; bdif:cD;thm vSuf;vhm;yAefbdif: 

q[uSef,cSif ref;q[wlofuof,rj:/

ykef;zgef:wD; Ogef:ykef;zgef:wD; Ogef:
cj;yAefauj.edkif; e[:zl;auj,wif;Ogef:rj:rldof; yD 
1999 eef.aO yAefzl;qgh;xSrf wkif.edkif 
Nrf;Omif;qgrf:Ogef: qArfrdlof;eef./ rdlof;yD 2002 
eef. cj;pmyf.ykef;zgef: zl;ugef:umefqkrf: 
ul;uefwif:yD;elef:OSif ugyf;yldof; pof:cj; pefxdkifoj; 
Nrf;uefOmif; Nrf;ueftgefeh awvDwldof: ehcj; 
bof./ yD;elef:OSif vkdof;umefuGj, yD 2007 eef. 
cj;Odkyf,tofykef;zgef: awj,xdkifyD 2015/ 

rldof;cj;pAwf:umefqgrf:Ogef:bl,eef. cj;vh;wlofxlyf: 
wif:erf tefpAwf:P; erf.uwf.wmif:arjcj; 
vDwldof:rj:/ cj;yAefrj:emif:bdif: rD:wlofxlyf:umef 
aO vkuf.wD;bdif:cD;thm vSuf;vhm;yAefbdif:q[ 
uSef,cSif ref;q[wlofuof,rj:/ wD;qkrf:Ogef:pof:cj; 
rD:ulef: rD:erf.uwf,wmif:arj vhmqldof.vhmydlifaO 
cj;auj; qmif;tkyf,tlof:ilyf.ndqgrf: cofvh;/ cj;auj; 
yAef wD;uyf:Odkyf,ydlifvlif wgef;wj,qkrf:Odkof,cmof, 
ugyf;ydlof;oj; cj;N.ygif,q[ vgif;Nrf;Omif; rkuf.qkrf:bof./ 
cj;trf,wSyf:wwf: vlnf;trf,Nrf;yj: zl;Nrf;umef 
e[:qkrf:wmif,auj. vgif;wSyf:wwf:qldif.eheh. 
pAwf:P;wlofcj;sv; rkuf.qkrf: rD:vgif;tofykef;zgef: 
vDwldof:rj:/

zgif:bmrf:cj;pAwf:umefbl,wD;Ogef:eef. yefwdkof.
wmif:cj; yAefrj:emif:bdif: auj.tefrD:erf.uwf. 
rD:wlofxlyf:umef tefbkrf,brfwrf:q[vh; auj.edkif;/ 
yldef;N.oj; cj;pAwf:umef e[:wlif,olif:ulef: pof:cj;sv; 
cofwkuf:bgef:cj; qgh;Omif;yefeSif;umef wj,P;vh; 
rj: vgif;qgh;xSrf/ Ogef: pAwf:P;cj; rD:vgif;ref;q[ 
Okifrj: ugyf;rD:erf.uwf.wmif:arj tefcj;vh; pAef:N. 
rldefeif, vgif;zgif:irf:ugef:vkrf:sv; 
vgif;qwf:umef/

pAwf:P; wgef;Nrf;Omif;emif:bdif: rD:pSif:pAwf:P; wgef;Nrf;Omif;emif:bdif: rD:pSif:
umefyluf:ygifemif:bdif: P;rD:erf.uwf.wldof:erfrj:eh. yAefOAef; 
wmif: tefvrf,vgif;tefedkif; tefwdkef:awpAwf:P; 
zl;tgefNofbdif:cof cdkef;Omif.rj:/ vgif;yef wmif:N.auj; 
vdkrf:trf,vh; ugyf;ydlofoj; ayj:emif:bdif: trf,N.vgif;Okef,vh;cof 
wj,awyluf:ygifcof rD:erf.uwf.rj: trf,vh;/ wD;rldif:xh:pof:cj; 
rD:yldifumefyhm:ydnf,nj, wD;e[:rdlif:wh:auj; pof:cj;vlof,pAwf:P; 
vkuf;tgef, bdkef:xdkifvh; umefpAef:/ ayj:yAefe[:oAif: 
vkuf;tgef,cof cdkef;Nif:pAef: ayj:yAefwD;omef;eguf; vkuf;tgef, 
cof bdkef;xdkifumefpAef:vh; trf,wArfxlef; yldifvlifref:auj; 
awyAefemif:bdif:cofbof./ Ogef: xkuf,vDydkwf,ymifOgef 
umefyluf:ygifzo umefpjvAif.wgif. wgef;wj,emif:bdif: eif,pdkof 
awyAefpSif:qgh;xSrf wj,emif:bdif: P;ayj:awj,Ol; vgif;cAif,wj. 
tefqldof:cofxlyf:nj:eef.bof./ iof;aujqkrf:emif:bdif: 
(rdlif:rmef;) eh.yAefOAef;wmif: tefvrf,vgif;tefedkif; 
wgef;wj,awqkifqef emif:bdif: bmif;cdkef;rj:xdkif wD;bl, 
zl;tgefNof/ wj,awpAwf:P; umefimef:eSifumef vDwldof:rj: 
eef. Ogef: xkuf,vD Olif,ulef: uGj,ckdef;ymifOgef tefiof;auj 
qkrf:emif:bdif: (rdlif:rmef;) qwf:pAwf:/

rldof:ej;Ogef:rldof:ej;Ogef:
rkif;rgif:oj; Ogef:awqmif;qgh; emif:bdif:sv; vkuf;tgef, 
e[:wlif,olif:wh:pof: yDbmof:cmof:pdkif/ Ogef: qgh;zkduf:yef 
emif:bdif:wif:erf yAefrj:zl;tgefNof ulnf:uj; bif:trf,yh,rD: 
zl;wmifwlofemif:bdif:yAif:ayj:/ cj;c[;pef emif:bdif: qldof:yAef 
zl;tgefNof qldof:tef Ogef:urf.qgh;rj:/ cj;auj; c[;P;Ogef: 
ydkwf,ymifOgef umefpjvAif.wgif. wgef;wj,emif:bdif: qdlof:trf, 
vh;cdkef;Nif:pAef:rj:sv; qgh;xSrf yef bdrfyefidkef:ul; 
tdwf:tgwf: wD;emif:bdif: qdlof:ugwf:zef trf,eef qgh;pjyef 
idkef:urf.xSrf wj,umefpAef: vkuf;tgef;qdlof: trf,qmif;cdkef; 
Nif:pAef:/

emif:OSifrlef: emif:OSifrlef: 
zl;ugef:umefqkrf: 2002- 2015

d f A f

bi: 
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“When I was working with SWAN, I gained 
a lot of experience that helped to improve 
my skills. I became a woman who had work 
experience and was able to transition from 
being shy to being strong and confi dent.”

Hseng Moon
SWAN Coordinator 2002-2015

My role at SWAN 
I was one of SWAN’s founder I was one of 
SWAN’s founders in 1999 and since then have 
remained an active volunteer. In 2002, I 
accepted the role of joint coordinator with Pi 
Nuoan Hseng because we felt we could be 
more successful if we led together. When she 
left in 2007 I carried on until 2015.

When I was working with SWAN, I gained a 
lot of experience that helped to increase my 
skills. I became a woman who had work 
experience and was able to transition from 
being shy to being strong and confi dent. At 
SWAN we have people with various skills and 
I was able to negotiate with them. I also 
became the main media contact as I 
understood the team base of the 
organization. I would never make a decision 
without including other members of the 
team and through this we increased the 
accountability for myself and SWAN. 

My time at SWAN allowed me to become a 
woman with credible professional 
experience. People knew that I was working 
in a social environment and they asked me 
for help to build networks and gain more 
support. SWAN helped me to gain confi dence 
through the skills I was able to learn such as 
administration and management. 

Strengthening the 
Role of Women
Women’s empowerment is the most 
important way to secure the advancement of 
female leaders. Education cannot be 
forgotten because if women do not know 
their basic rights, they cannot be 
empowered. In Thailand we have an 
education program but we need to increase 
its access in Shan State as well. In urban 
areas, all children attend school but in rural 
areas they have limited access to learning 
resources, especially women. SWAN should 
also do livelihood trainings so women can be 
better supported with their challenges.  
The Women’s League of Burma is an 
important way to bring women forward to 
be in leadership positions. SWAN should send 
more people to attend WLB trainings to 
advance the work of the network.  

SWAN’s Future
I hope SWAN will be stable and able to help 
women and children in our Shan 
community for many years to come. SWAN 
has helped produce many new women 
leaders, but there is still not enough 
representation. I want to see more women 
leaders that SWAN has supported. I also want 
SWAN to give vocational training for the 
future of uneducated women and to provide 
a small loan or funds for women who are 
poor, or scholarships to students who do not 
have enough support to receive an education.
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emif:Ndef:emif:Ndef:
(zl;ugef:umefqkrf:Ogef: 2015-2018)

2003-2004 - rK:yAefzl;zdkuf:umef wD;Ogef: edkifyD

2004-2005 - cdkef;Nrf; ymifzdkuf:zgef. ymifOgefcmof:ygwf: zdkuf:Ogef uAof,vlnf; 
vgif;Okef,vh;ulef: vgif;bdif:-qmh: vgif;TwK:rmef,rSef; efG;cmof:wmif: 
vSuf;vhm;umefrdlif: wD;ydkef.wD; sv; wmif,rdlif:/ Nrf;Omif;cof;yK: efG:qkrf:uSyf:acK;rkef: 
iof;auKqkrf:emif:bdif: (rdlif:rmef;) uAyf:acK;rkef: pmif;pAef:wK,ymifukrfvlif Beijing 
Plus Ten Conference wD; oAif:edof:bguf. rdlif:tar,Idu/

2004-2005 - cdkef;ymifOgef Foreign Affairs Training (FAT) edkif;yD
ohm:vif ymifOgef FAT bof. uGK,yAefzl;xdkuf:umef wD; Danish Burma 
Committee Denmark rdlif:WSef:rmuf,sv; wD; Burma Centrum 
Netherlands wD; rdlif:se,wvSef, cmof:wmif: 3 vdlef/ bof.auK; efG:vdlef 
OSyf,wSrfydlof, 2007 eef. uGK,cdkef; ymifOgef uAof,vlnf; yhm:bl,vD Diploma 
course in Community Based Health & Development wD; rdlif:tdef,Wdb/ 
ohm:vifeef. rK:pAwf:umef yAefzl;pmyf,umef wD;ydlifumef yhm:bl,vD xdkifWD,qSrf,ydlof,/ 

2004-2005 - yAefzl;pmyf,umef wD;ydlifumef yhm:bl,vD tofykef;zgef:yAef 
zl;ugef:ydlifumefsv; yAefzl;cof;xdrf:qwf:umef Management Team wD; 
OkefumifOgef:/ 

tofykef;zgef: yAefzl;ugef:umef rdlof;yD 2015 aO xdkifrK: 2016 eef. 
Ogef:vSuf;vhm; qef.zl;ugef:umefqkrf: (Coordinator) yAef zl;ygifumefqkrf: 
(Director)sv; yAefrK: zl;ygifumefqkrf:aO tofykef;zgef: xdkifuBSef,edof,ID, 
2019/ 

rldof;zgif:pmyf,umeftofykef;zgef: yAefzl;ygifumefOgef:eef. emif:Ndef: vh;rD:wkdof.
wmif: Okdyf,vAyf;pAef:/ emif:Ndef: vh;pmyf.Ol:vhm:yhm:pAef:wD; WE-Women 
Foundation aO rdlof;yD 2017 eef. vh;pmyf.Qkrf:cl: zhm,yhm:bl,vDulef:rldif: 
- Master’s Degree in Public Health/
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Nang Hearn
SWAN Coordinator 2015-2018

2003-2004: completed a one year internship at SWAN. 

2004-2005 attended short-term training and 
workshops on human rights, community 
development, environment, gender issues, and 
transitional justice both internally and 
internationally. She also participated in the Women’s 
League of Burma (WLB) documentation group, which 
collected information for the Beijing Plus Ten 
Conference in New York, USA.

2006- 2007: attended one-year Foreign Affairs Training. 

After fi nishing the course, she did an internship at 
Danish Burma Committee in Denmark and Burma 
Centrum Netherlands in the Netherlands for three 
months. She then attended a diploma course in 
Community Based Health & Development in India 
from September to October 2007. After this, she worked 
as a Health Program member of staff until December. 

2008-2015: worked for our health program, taking 
responsibility as a program coordinator as well as one 
of the management team members at SWAN centre.

She began work as SWAN Coordinator in 2015 and 
when, in 2016 SWAN changed the title from 
Coordinator to Director she became SWAN’s Director 
and worked in this role until January 2019.

While serving as the Director of SWAN, Nang Hearn 
had an opportunity to further her studies. In 2017, she 
got her Master’s degree in Public Health with the 
scholarship from WE Women Foundation.
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ydlifumefpof:cK;ydlifumefpof:cK; 
OUR PROGRAMS

• Education

• Women's Empowerment 

• Women's Well-Being

 yhm:ydnf,nK,
 yluf:ygifemif:bdif:
 emif:bdif:bl,vDrlef;Oldof: 

Part 2: w.efj 2 

Nrf;uef yAeftAefpSif:
vgif;wlif.ekdifcmof:wmif: 20 yD 19



STRONGER TOGETHER
A  twenty-year journey of activism20



Nrf;uef yAeftAefpSif:
vgif;wlif.ekdifcmof:wmif: 20 yD 21

EDUCATION

SWAN’s education program has been 
serving communities even before the 
organization was formally founded.

The program was set up with the intention of strengthening the 
existing informal educational activities in the Shan community. 
Members organized themselves to respond to the needs of 
displaced children to have basic literacy classes. 

ydlifumefyhm:ydnf,nj,ydlifumefyhm:ydnf,nj,
ydlifumefyhm:ydnf,nj,Ogef:eh. rD:rj:tgefwmif:rkuf.
qkrf:Ogef:auj,wif;rj:vl:ugef,/

yldifumeftefeh. vh;qwf:Omif;rj:vlnf; rD:oh.tAef:tmef: wj,awurf.
pSif:umefpAef:N. tefrD:oh.e[:wlif,olif:wh:pof:bof./ zl;auj,wif;Ogef:urf;zgif; 
tgefuefuyf:Omef Nrf;rdkof:uefaO wgyf,bgef;yefwmif:vlof, vkuf;tgef, 
pmrf:wD;bl,cof eif,pdkofawrD: umefpAeff:vduf;ydkef.xmef/  
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umefyefOl:vhm:yhm:pAef: sw,rj:rldof;yD 2009 vh;yefOl:wD;emif:bdif: 2 auj./ 
ydlifumefvh;yefrK: Ol:vhm:yhm:pAef: 2000 yhm wD;vkuf;pAef: qef.vAuf.? qef.iof; 

xdkifqef.Okif vh;qgh;xSrfyef wj,cofawcdkef;Nif:pAef:vh;/ bmrf:vAof Ogef:qgh;xSrf 
yef Ol:vhm:yhm:pAef: wj,vkuf;pAef: (150) auj. qldof:trf,ayj:rD:wdkof.wmif: awOdkyf, 

pAef:qef.Okifawj,qef.qgrf trf,eef Odkyf,cdkef;Nif:pAef:umefpjvAif.wgif./ 

umefyefOl:vhm:yhm:pAef:umefyefOl:vhm:yhm:pAef:

2000+
16 auK.

sw,rK:r l do f ;y D 2009 
Ogef:vh;yefOl:vh m:y h m :p Aef:

ql do f :vh;pmy f .Ol:vh m:y h m :p Aef:eef. 
c k def;p Aef:qef.qgr fsv; Nif:p Aef:umefpKvAi f.wgi f.bof.u G K ,vDimr f :

rldof;yD 2000 eef. Ogef:vh;urf.qgh;Nif:pAef: 6 vif 
ykef;wj,zl;b[,sv;vkuf;tgef,aO qwf:pAwf:ymifOgef 
wj,arjOgef vkuf;tgef,vAuf. 15 auj./ qArfrldof;eef.aO 
Ogef:qwf:cdkifyefvh; tgif;wD;wjawpAef: ykef;wj, 
ulef:yhm;az:sv; pSif:umefbmefrldif: qldof:vkuf.rldif:wh: 
yhm;az:rj:eef.bof./ 

vgif;qgh;xSrftefvh;rj: wD;auj,rwD,wSef:rmuf, - rdlif:rmef; 
(Danish Burma Committee) eef.aO pof:cj;urf.qgh; 
Nif:pAef: 16 vifsv; Nif:Oof:wj,vkuf;tgef, zmefayj;sr; 
3 vif/ rldof;yD 2005 eef. vkuf;pAef: rD:bl, 2000 yhm/

yhm:ydnf,nj,eh. yAefwmif:vlof,yldifvlif wgef;wj,ulef:rldif: 
wh:yhm;az:? pSif:umefbmefrldif: qldof:rD:oh.qgrf:vSefvdef 
wh:-xh:sv; vgif;tefOgef: pAwf:umefurf.qgh;yef 
yhm;ydnf,nj,eef. pAwf:P;wlif,olif:ulef: vDq[fsw.sw.
aO bdkef;rj:vgif;Nrf;Omif;qgrf: e[:yldifumefwmif,tef 
tefOgef:pAwf:bl,qldof:eef.bof./ wD;wSuf;tefedkif; 
eh. ulef:e[:wlif,olif:pefoj; Ogef:wlif.wdkef,aO 
pAwf:umefurf.qgh;bl,sv; cofauj; rD:q[cof;Nrf;ymifOgef 

ymifukrf ymiftkyf,tlof: tefOgef:qwf:qdlof:eef.aO 
vwf;se vgif;udwf,cgif;yefpjqldof:cof xkyf:nj:bl,qdlof: 
eef.sv; wmif:vlof,cofqldof:eef.bof./ vlnf;trf,rD: 
vgif;Nrf;Omif; wlif,olif:ulef:ykdef.wD;qldof:eef.sw. 
Ogef:auj; awtrf;qmif;pAwf:Omif; vguf:vhm:zSefumef 
tefxkuf,rSef;xdkifwD;vh;aO awtrf,qmif;urf.qgh;yef 
wmif:vlof,wlif,olif:sv; awtrf,qmif;wmifwlofwlif,olif: 
aO pAwf:umefOlef:wkrfyef/ 

rldof;yD 2011 yldifumefyhm:ydnf,nK, vh;vlif;OAef;Ohmrhm 
qgrf:vlifygifqkdif; eif,pkdofawqmif; yefwmif:qghxSrfyef 
wmif;vlof wlif,olif:ulef:qldof:vh;pmrf:wD;bl, qgrf;vSef 
vdef wh:-xh: vDvldofuof,/ bmrf:vAof yldifumefyhm:ydnf,nK, 
vh;urf.xSrfyef Nif:pAef: 6 wD; qgrf:vSefvdefwh:-xh: 
vlnf; yefikdef:vldefarKOgef? yefcldif;urf.uSrfumefpAef:? 
cofzuf:umifoef: tefrD:tpK,Isv; uK;awK.Olif, vkuf; 
pAef:wK,uGK,rK:Nif:pAef:/ Ogef:auK; vh;qgh;xSrfyK: Nif:Oof: 
vkuf;tgef,vAuf. qldofvlof,wmif:qgh;xSrf Nrf;yK:wif: vkuf; 
tgef,zmefayK;sr; trf,eef vkuf;tgef qldof:ayK;sr; 
trf,qmif;qhg;xSrf wlnf:xkdifyefqldof:eef.yK:/ 
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In 2000, SWAN set up six informal schools for 
adults and children and organized a 10-day 
nursery school teaching training for about 15 
Shan teachers. Since then SWAN has been 
able to organize more classes for refugee/ 
migrant children from Shan State. 

With support from the Danish Burma 
Committee, we were able to support 16 
schools and three orphanages with more 
than 2000 students in 2005. 

Since education is perceived as a key need by 
the Shan refugee/migrant communities 
along the Thai-Burma border, SWAN's work 
in addressing this need has greatly 
facilitated the cooperation of the community 
in all other areas of SWAN’s work. For 
example, the local communities are far more 
willing to join the various trainings or 
meetings organized by SWAN and share 
information on their problems and needs 

when they can see that we are really active 
in assisting them. Without this local 
cooperation, SWAN would not be able to 
develop effective strategies and programs to 
address community needs, or advocate on 
their behalf. 

In 2011, the education program became an 
affi liate of SWAN as a Thai-registered 
organization to better respond to the needs of 
the displaced communities along the 
Thai-Burma border. Currently, the Education 
program supports six schools along the 
Thai- Burma border by providing salaries for 
the teachers, distributing learning resources, 
offering healthy cooked lunches for students 
and providing transportation to and from 
school for students. SWAN also supports a 
boarding house for children who require 
additional care, including those who have 
been orphaned or children whose parents 
cannot afford to take care of them.

SWAN’s scholarship program started in 2009 with two young 
women. The program has awarded over 2000 scholarships to 
nursery, primary and secondary students who are eligible for 

support throughout their entire study period. SWAN is currently 
providing 150 scholarships a year to disadvantaged students at a 
secondary level and to students pursuing their studies at tertiary 

level including university or vocational colleges. 

Scholarship Support 

2000+
16

s c h o l a r s h i p s  a w a r d e d  t o 
s t u d e n t s  s i n c e  2 0 0 9

graduates from the scholarship program 
including 13 with a bachelor degree & 3 vocational
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ayj:awoj;qgrf: Okef,vh;sv;yldif tefrD:oh.sw. 
vkuf;tgef,ul;auj. Qdlof:bl,Oof:oh.e[:rldif:xh: rD:Okef,vh; 
pAef:vduf; wD;Nif:pAef:xh:/ ulnf:aOwj. rldof;ulef:wh:pof: 
cof;pjql: wj,awvh;Okef,pAef:vduf;eef. xlyf:nj: 
vgif;bmyf,zkdwf,/ tdifedlofumefimef:aO ayj;sr;cof 
urf:urf: vhm;chm.wD;bl,Oof:/ Omrf.xSif;vgif;edkif;auj; 
qldof:cofbl,Oof:oh. e[:rldif:xh: trf,xkuf,rSef;qgrf:rhmrD; 
sv; vh;bl,oh.wD;pAwf:umefulnf:/ qldof:cofauj; trf,pwf: 
tguf, eguf;wD;pAwf:umefaO uGj,pjwD;pAef:wj,vkuf;tgef, 
cof ugyf;ulofvh;cmrf,yldef;ngyf:Olif,rldof:cdkef: e[:rldif:wh:/ 
OifoK; vkuf;tgef,cof rD:wdkof.wmif: cdkef;Nif:pAef:auj; 
ykef;wj,vkuf;tgef,bdif:cofsw. rdlof;uGj,Nif:pAef:sv; 
yguf;Ndef:eef. awqmif;rD:az: xkuf,yldef; wAuf:tofuGj,chm 
bof./ eguf;vldofaO vgif;qldof:eh. vgif;wmif:tefrD:xSif; 
auj; wD;Nif:pAef:xh:qldof:eh. Ogefvduf;xh: vmwf;uGmrf: 
xh:ulnf:aO vkuf;tgefwh:pof:Orf. arjvmwf;uGmrf:wh: 
rAof:vAof/ wlif,olif:wh:qgrf:vSefvdef rD:umifq[ c[;xdif: 
Odrf: 'dif;yAefwh:sv; zldof,awvh;yguf;rldof:Ndef: rdlof; 
omef;rldif: rD:vgif;irf:bAefsv; Twj:rmef,rSef;eef. 
bl,bof./ 

vgif;wlif.edkif yldifumefyhm:ydnf,nj,Ogef: e[:wlif,olif: 
ulef:wh: bl,Oof:qgrf:vSefvdefsv; e[:rldif:wh: 
e[:cmof:wmif: (20) yDeh. yAefpSif:tD: wD;ej;Ndef: 
vkuf;pAef:Ogef:cof cof;Nrf;Omif; e[:umefwlif.edkif 
wlif,olif: vlnf;cof;yj:e[:ymifzdkuf:zgef. ymiftkyf,tlof: 
ymifOgef ymifyefwmif:N.yhm:bl,vD wgef;wj,zocof 
awvDwldof:rj:eef.bof./ 

ydlifumef yhm:ydnf,nj,eh. 
qwf:pAwf:ymifOgefcl:arj 
Ogefyj:vhm:ylifOgef 
vhm:tofvkuf;pAef:oh,
ydlifbfG,aO OgefpAef: 
vgif;qwf:umef 
e[:p gif;pAef:sv; 
vgif;yluf:ygif vkuf;tgef, 
qdlof:eh.bof./

awrD:cl:arjOgef 30-50 auj. cdkef;Mwf;ymifOgef/ 
qdlof:cofauj; rkif;rgif:awvh;cdkef; ymifzdkuf:Ogef 
ugyf;ydlof;oj; arjOgefe[:ydlifumefpof:cj; urf.erfeh. rD:wdkof.
wmif:vh;pAef:xdkif qef.Okifulnf:aO yAefrj:arjOgef 
qgh;xSrf (Volunteer) e[:wlif,olif:pof:/ urf;zgif;auj; 
pAef:bof.qef.qgrfrK: vh;qkrf:cl:rj:  zhm, yhm:Ohm;? 
yhm;ydnf,nj,sv; rhmrD;tkyaw,/ wD;ymifNyf:xlyf:tkyf,tlof: 
vkuf;pAef: tefOgef: qwf:pAwf:eef. vkuf;pAef: 
tj,bkOSef:Oduf.pduf. (50) auj. qdlof:cdkef;Nif:pAef:Ogef: 
qgh;oh.eef. rj:cdkef;Mwf;aO qldof:cofauj; vSuf;vhm; 
wlofxlyf:Okef,wlofsv; wD;umefimef:cofpAwf:bl.eef.
bof./ ymifNyf.xlyf:tkyf,tlof:qdlof:eh. qwf:pAwf: wgef;wj, 
vSuf;vhm; vgif;bmyf,zkdwf, vgif;cAif,wj. qldof:cofxlyf:nj: 
aO vgif;tefcof pAwf:Omif; cmrf;ylef.rj:vh;qdlif.pdkof 
eef.bof./ vkuf.wD;ymiftkyf,tlof:qdlof:eh.aO Ol,ql: 
yAefuGj,eSif;umefulef:ekrf,OSef:Oduf.pduf. Qdlof:pAwf:umef 
e[: wlif,olif:wD;cofbl, qldof:eef.bof./

e[:su; yD 2011 sv; 2019 eef. qgrf:vlnf;tAef: 
tmef: wj,awxdif:Odrf: vduf;vhm:'dif;wh:sv; ydkef:wh: 
eef.aO ydlifumefyhm:ydnf,nj, Ogef: vh;ydkefsz;yyf.
pAef:vduf;wh: ul;qef.qef. 45,800 yyf. e[:wlif,olif: 
wh: e[:rl,omef,? e[:rldif:sv; Qgrf:vSefvdef 
wD;ulef:yhm;az:cofbl,Oof:/
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The Education 
program also 
conducts and 
facilitates teacher 
training on topics 
including 
teaching 
methods, child 
centered learning, 
classroom 
management and 
child 
development. 

Approximately 30-50 teachers attend each 
training session and look forward to it as 
most of them only graduated from high 
school and became volunteer teachers in the 
community, while others graduated from 
university in subjects such as social science, 
education, science and law. 

In SWAN organized student exchanges, 
approximately 50 adolescents from different 
SWAN-sponsored schools have an 
opportunity to share their experiences 
regarding issues they face in their personal 
and professional lives. The exchanges are 
geared towards facilitating dialogue around 
their challenges and also celebrating their 
personal accomplishments. These exchanges 
led to the establishment of a Shan adolescent 
network that works together to help their 
respective Shan communities.

Between 2011 and 2019 the SWAN Education 
team distributed 45,800 Shan text books to 
various villages in IDP areas inside Burma 
and along the Thai-Burma border in an effort 
to preserve the Shan language, culture and 
history. 
 
Technically, all children in Thailand have 
the right to attend Thai schools. However, 

people from Shan State experience many 
diffi culties when trying to access them. 
Parents are often on the move due to the 
irregularity of work. Also, having illegal 
status, and being confi ned to the workplace 
results in parents fearing to leave their 
work-sites to arrange schooling at the risk of 
potential arrest and deportation.  Even if 
children manage to attend schools, there is a 
risk to young girls whilst travelling to and 
from school of being abducted and traffi cked. 
In addition to all these factors, Thai schools 
teach in Thai only which Shan children 
usually do not speak.  The Shan refugee 
community has strongly expressed the desire 
to preserve their language and identity for 
when all Shan people return home to Shan 
State, once peace and justice have been 
achieved. 

The infl uence of education on our 
communities over the last twenty years 
along the Thai-Burma border and inside 
Shan State has encouraged the families of 
our students to participate more actively in 
the community by attending workshops on 
empowerment and health to better the lives 
of their families.



STRONGER TOGETHER
A  twenty-year journey of activism26

i. Schools
Support for the many schools SWAN funds 
includes food for the students, the teacher’s 
salaries, transportation and learning 
resources in IDP areas in Shan State along 
the Thai-Shan border and inside Thailand in 
Fang and Piang Luang.

A decrease in funding resulted in less schools 
being supported between 2013 and 2019.

(1)(1) Nif:pAef:Nif:pAef:
qkrf;uyf;omefv.ifjemif;,dif;wB; vBjurfhq.Bj=if;[Aef; 
vBmvBm=if;[Aef; wDjefg;eMjvdefulef;yBm;az; nefyuf; 
oOf;,lbwDj[drf;vFefvdefwB;-xB;tvj efg;rdlif;xB; wDjrdlif; 
Zmiftvj yAif;vlif/ v.ifjurfhq.Bjeefh yAefuMjwmif;udef 
umifOef; w.efjwMbvkufj[Aef;? idkef;urfhxFrfw.efjwMb 
arMo.ef? uMjvlwfh[myfholifbvkufj[Aef;tvj cdlifjurfh 
uFrfumef[Aef;umefo.efqdlOf;eBh/ 

efg;yD 2013 - 2019 ndifedlOfiOf;vBm;ikdef;w.if; nefvBj 
[myfhwmif;q.BjxFrf wDjqOfjwMbecOf ,.rf;ugMbz.ifjtvj 
wif;erf=if;[Aef;nefq.BjrM;eefhauMj vBj,.rf;vlif;/

wif;erfarMo.ef qdlOf;vBjurfhq.Bj

efg;cmOf;wmif;yD 2009 qkrf;o.ef; vBjurfhq.BjarMo.efwif;rlwf;rD;,lb 
85 auMU/ twbnOf 2012 rM; ndifedlOfiOf;vBm;idkef; nefvBj[myfh 
wif;q.BjxFrf wDjqOfjwMbecOfao urfhq.BjvBjarMo.ef ,mrf;vAOf 
rD;,lb 32 auMU qdlOf;o.efyefvkufj[Aef; wDj 6 =if;[Aef; 
nefrD;OBh q.rf;vFefvdefwB;-xB;eefh/ 

Number of Teachers Supported 

In 2009, SWAN was supporting 85 teachers. Currently, 
SWAN supports 32 teachers in six schools along the 
Thai-Burma. border.  From 2012 onwards, funding 
has dictated the number of teachers SWAN is able to 
support.
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ii. Scholarships 
Scholarships support young men and 
women in the Shan community who come 
from families that are unable to support 
their education fi nancially. SWAN also 
supports students who are orphans or 
have a family member who is HIV positive. 
With this fi nancial backing, they are able 
to pursue their studies through a Bachelor 
degree or vocational education. 

Started in 2009 with two 
young women

150+ 
scholarships awarded each year 
since 2009

16 
graduates to date including 13 
Bachelor and 3 vocational

(2)(2) Ol:vhm:yhm:pAef:Ol:vhm:yhm:pAef:
ydlifumefyBm;ydpfbpMb vBjurfhq.Bj vkufj[Aef; ,dif;tvjqBm; 
qdlOf;ayMjtrjcOf nrfby.ifyAefvBj uMjqfgUqBmb wMbaw 
odkyfb[Aef;awMb wDjqefhq.rftvj qefhokif/ o.ef; 
vBjurfhq.BjyM; vkufj[Aef;qdlOf;nrfbrD;ayMjtrj nrfbeef 
vkufj[Aef;qdlOf; ayMjtrjqyf;qdlOfhrFif; nAwfbof/  
u.yf;vBj[myfhol;vBm;yBm;[Aef;tvj qdlOf;cOf rD;wdkOfhwmif; 
vBjodkyfb[Aef; xdkifqefhokif vBjqkrfjcl;ao 
vBjcdkefj=if;[Aef;zdkuf;o.ef umef[MvAifhw.ifh/

sw,urf.qggh;vkuf;pAwf: 2 auj. rldof;yD 
2009 aOsv; 
awj,xkdifbmrf:vAof vkuf;pAef:wif:rlwf: 
qldof:vh;pyf.Ol:vhm:yhm:pAef:rD:bl,

150 yhmauK. yhmauK. 
rD:vkuf;pAef: 

16 auj.auj.
Nrf;yj:vkuf;pAef:qef.qgrf 13 auj.
sv; vkuf;pAef: qef.Okif 3 auj. 
pAef:vduf;bof.wlof;uGj,/

2nd Students Exchange
ymifNyf.xlyf:vSuf;vhm; vkuf;pAwf:qldof:vh;pyf.Ol:vhm:yhm:pAef:ymifNyf.xlyf:vSuf;vhm; vkuf;pAwf:qldof:vh;pyf.Ol:vhm:yhm:pAef:
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Nif:Oof:qkrf:Ogef:urf.qgh;xSrfNif:Oof:qkrf:Ogef:urf.qgh;xSrf
 Supported boarding houses

iii. Boarding House
Students staying in SWAN’s several boarding 
houses are provided with meals, 
transportation to school, hygiene kits 
(toothbrushes, soap & shampoo), and a 
boarding house caretaker is also funded to 
clean and ensure the students have food to 
eat. 
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The numbers of students staying in SWAN supported 
boarding houses declined over the years as students 
moved on from the boarding house to study at 
various Universities or made arrangements to stay at 
different boarding houses. 
 
3-5 caretakers supported the needs of the boarding 
house students from 2009 to 2019.

(3)(3) Nif:Oof:Nif:Oof:
yldifumefyBm;ydpfbpMburfhq.Bjvkufj[Aef; qdlOf;,lbOBh 
wDj=if;oOf; qdlifheifb cOfjerfhwif;udef? uMjvlwfhuM; 
[yfholifb=if;[Aef;? cdlifjqfgUokefbwlOf (,MjoDcAOfj? 
rBhoDcAOfj? u.efjoDtvj ,MjoBmbclef=Of)/ vdlOfaoeefh 
urfhq.BjyM; zljwlpf;xdkif vkufj[Aef; v.ifjudef,Arfhtvj 
v.ifjrlwf;ofg efg;=if;oOf;/ 

wif;erfvkufj[Aef; ,lboOf;OBhwDj=if;oOf;,.rf;vlif; u.yfjvkufj[Aef; 
vBjcBmhugMb[Aef; wDjqefhq.rf vBmwDjtvj cBmh,lboOf;wDj=if;oOf; 
wmifbwDj/

efg;tuj 2009 - 2019 eBh o.ef;vBjurfhq.Bj zljwlpf;xdkif=if;oOf; 
rD; 3 - 5 auMU
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Provided Shan Text Book 
for Summer course from 2011 - 2019

No Areas Number of Text Book/Grade Year Provide/Remark

TH
AI

LA
N

D

1 Kong Jor 
refugee camp

6,000 text books (G 1 – 3 and history) SWAN provided Shan text book 
to the camp for summer course 
every year. Based on their request 
amount of text books.

2 Hterd Thai 4,000 text books (G 1  and history) from 2011 – 2016. 

3 Fang 5,000 text books (G 1 – 4 and history) In 2012, 2015 – 2019

4 Pong Yaing 1,800 text books (G 1 – 3 and history) In 2012, 2015 and 2018

5 Mong Na 4,000 text books (G 1 – 4 and history) From 2011 - 2016

SH
AN

 S
TA

TE

6 Tachilek 3,500 text books (G 1 – G 6 and history) From 2013 - 2016

7 Keng Tung 2,500 text books (G 1 – G 6 and history) From 2012 - 2014

8 Mong Nai 3,000 text books (G 1 – G 6 and history) In 2012, 2014 and 2019

9 Nar Kong Mu 4,000 text books (G 1 – G 6 and history) In 2012, 2015, 2017 and 2019

10 IDP schools 6,000 text books (G 1 – 6 and history) From 2011 - 2015

11 Mong Pan 2000 text books (G 1 – 6 and history) In 2019

12 Mawk Mai 2000 text books (G 1 – 6 and history) In 2018 - 2019

13 Lang Hkur 2000 text books (G 1 – 6 and history) In 2018 - 2019

yyf.pAef:vduf;wh:wj,ymifOgefcmof:rh;yyf.pAef:vduf;wh:wj,ymifOgefcmof:rh; 
(2011 - 2019)

rhm ydkef.wD; Nofeyf.yyf.vduf;tefvh;qSuf, rhmwgif:_yDqgh;xSrf 

rldi
f:x
h:

rldi
f:x
h:

1 Okefyhm;az: 
ukif:auBj,

6,000 yyf. (G 1 – 3 and history) Ogef:vh;urf.xSrfyef yyf.pAef:vduf; 
cmof:rh; e[:Okefyhm;az:rj:ul;yD 
qgrf:eif, acj;wkuf:bgef:rj:/

2 xldwf.xh: 4,000 yyf. (qef. 1 sv; ykdef:) 2011 – 2016 

3 rldif:'mif 5,000 yyf. (qef. 1-4 sv; ykdef:) 2012, 2015 – 2019

4 ylif,bAif: 1,800 yyf. (qef. 1-3 sv; ykdef:) 2012, 2015 and 2018

5 rldif:e 4,000 yyf. (qef. 1-4 sv; ykdef:) 2011 - 2016

rldi
f:w
h:

rldi
f:w
h:

6 wj;cD;vAuf: 3,500 yyf. (qef. 1-6 sv; ykdef:) 2013 - 2016

7 uAif:wkif 2,500 yyf. (qef. 1-6 sv; ykdef:) 2012 - 2014

8 rldif:ehm: 3,000 yyf. (qef. 1-6 sv; ykdef:) 2012, 2014 and 2019

9 ej:ugif:rl: 4,000 yyf. (qef. 1-6 sv; ykdef:) 2012, 2015, 2017 and 2019

10 omef;yhm;az: 6,000 yyf. (qef. 1-6 sv; ykdef:) 2011 - 2015

11 rldif:yef, 2,000 yyf. (qef. 1-6 sv; ykdef:) 2019

12 rguf,r[, 2,000 yyf. (qef. 1-6 sv; ykdef:) 2018 - 2019

13 vhm:cj; 2,000 yyf. (qef. 1-6 sv; ykdef:) 2018 - 2019
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ydlifumefyluf:ygifemif:bdif:ydlifumefyluf:ygifemif:bdif:
ydlifumefyluf:ygifemif:bdif:eh. cwf:qfGawK,Ol; 
vSuf;vhm;yhm:olef. tefpefoK; emif:bdif: 
yAefOSef:ulef: nmrf.vdlofwSrf,vdlof efG:wlif,olif:/
eif,pdkof emif:bdif:awrD:wgef;tgefNof eef.sv;Oif awrD:vgif;ref;qfG 
edlofwlofuof, erfwdlof:rK:eef.sv;Oif ydlifumef yluf:ygifemif:bdif: Omif;yef 
tgif;wD;wgef;wK,emif:bdif: vlnf;qwf:yef ymifNyf.xlyf:tkyf,tlof:emif:bdif: 
wK,vSuf;vhm;wmif:N. efG:wlif,olif:sv; ydkef,umifOgef zl;tgefNoful;qef.qef.
bof./ ydlifumeftefeh. vh;rD:vgif;Nyf.xlyf:uefwif: emif:bdif: eyf.NofpAif 
wD;ymiftkyf,tlof:pAef:N. qdlof:vh;qwf:pAwf: qdlof:eef.aO NofacK; tefvh; 
tkyf,tlof:pAef:N.qdlof:eef.auK; umefyhm:rdlif: vgif;Okef,vh;Okef,yAefulef: 
vgif;pAwf:phm.qK. tdifedlofvgif;ySuf;ydlif;bdif:-qhm: sv; yhm:bl,vDOdkyf,qdlof.Ohmzef:/

WOMEN'S 
EMPOWERMENT

The Women’s Empowerment Program 
(WEP) seeks to challenge entrenched 
patriarchal misconceptions depicting 
women as inferior members of 
society. 
The WEP provides space for women to gain knowledge and 
confi dence through women’s exchanges at the community level, 
and through advanced trainings and workshops to pursue 
leadership roles. This program is accessible to thousands of 
ethnic women through meeting-based sessions focused on 
learning about and discussing issues such as politics, human 
rights, gender-based violence, and reproductive health. 
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A strong focus is on mobilizing women in 
communities to develop strategies to support 
women and girls suffering from violence. By 
raising the issue of gender-based violence in 
Shan communities in Shan State as well as 
along the border and across Burma, the 
Women’s Empowerment team reduces the 
stigma associated with the problem. 

SWAN believes that building women’s 
confi dence and supportive networks can help 
to reduce vulnerability to abuse and violence 
and make women more visible and therefore 
safer.  We believe this work will have far-
reaching consequences in local communities 
and the skills will be passed on both in 
participants’ present communities and in the 
broader community where SWAN cannot 
operate due to the security situation. 

pof:cK;rD:vgif;rkif;ref; wK,awql.wkrf emif:bdif: efG:wlif, 
olif:aO tgefuefolef.tguf, zSefumef wK,awqgh;xSrf 
emif:bdif:qdlof:xkuf,pAwf:phm.qK./ vlnf;vguf:vhm:yefwmif:N. 
uAof,uyf:vgif;pAwf:phm.qK. tdifedlofvgif;ySuf,ydlif;bdif:qhm: 
wD;efG:rdlif:wh: qgrf:vSefvdef wh:-xh:sv; efG:rdlif:rmef; 
eef. qgh;pAwf:P;yefpK uAof,uyf:vgif;pAwf:phm.qK. efG:wlif, 
olif: tefsO.Ogrf:emif:bdif: bgrf:vlif:rK:/ 

Ogef:bkrf,brfoK; vgif;yluf:ygifemif:bdif: P;rD:vgif;bkrf, 
brf wlofuof,sv; umefOmif;eSif;umefeh. qgh;P;vgif;ylef 
ySefsv; vgif;pAwf:phm.qK. bgrf:vlif:sv; awpAwf:P; 
emif:bdif: vgwf;az:/ pof:cK;bkrf,brfoK; umefpAwf:Omif; 
P;rD:erf.uwf.wmif:arK qdlif.eheef. awbdkef:xdkifvh; 
wlif,olif: ulef:efG:ydkef.wD;sv; zl;cof; Nrf;ymifzdkuf:zgef. 
awOdkyf, sz;wdlef:wmif:N.uGK, efG:wlif,olif:ulef: qdlof:cof 
bl,Oof: bl,bmrf:vAof/ awcof;xdkifvh;yK: wlif,olif:ulef: 
qgrf:vSefvdef wD;Ogef: trf,cof;xdkifvh; bgef.vlnf; 
vgif;Nrf,vlrf;/
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umefwlif.edkif umefwlif.edkif 
ydlifumefyluf:ygifemif:bdif:ydlifumefyluf:ygifemif:bdif:
 urf.qgh; yluf:ygifyef zl;zdkuf:umefemif:bdif:wh: wgef;wK, 

awpAwf:Omif; vgif;wlif.edkifefG:wlif,olif: qgrf:vSefvdef 
wh:-xh: efG:rdlif:wh:sv; efG:rdlif:rmef; vhmvhmwD;/ sw,tof 
1999 awK,xdkif 2018 rkuf.qkrf:zdkuf:bof.uGK, emif:bdif: 55 
auK./

 qwf:pAwf: ymiftkyf,tlof:vSuf;vhm;wmif:N.emif:bdif: wD;ydkef.
wD;qgrf:vSefvdef wh:-xh:sv; wlif,olif:wh: rD:bl,efG: 
qdkif;rdlif:Nrf;wkrf rdlif:rmef;/ vkuf;pAef:uof, qdlof:bmrf;rK: 
vAyf;pAef: wD;qkrf:Ogef:aO cdkef:yguf;tgif;wD;zfGref: 
rD:bl, 18 auK.eef. rK:yAef zl;erf:ymif wD;ymiftkyf,tlof: 
vSuf;vhm;wmif:N./ vdlofaOeef.trfuK: urf;erf Odkyf,vAyf; 
pAef:awK,aO wlif.edkifqgrf: efG:umefwlif,olif: vhmvhmwD;/

 ymifOgef zdlrf.erf.uwf. zl;tgefNofeef. yluf:ygifyef 
emif:bdif: qdlof:tefyAef zl;wmifwlof qkrf:yK,wD, umefrdlif: 
sv; qkrf:wlif,olif:ulef: vhmvhmwD; efG:qdkif;rdlif:wh: rdlif:cmif 
sv; wdlif:aq;uSif:/ pofacK;umefylifOgefeh. ydlifvlifref: 
yAefvgif;bdif:qhm: Okef,vh;Okef,yAefemif:bdif: erf.uwf.
zl;tgefNof umefOlef:wkrfefG:wlif,olif:ulef:sv; umefyhm:rdlif:/

 ymifOgefzl;tgefNofbdif:ekrf, wK,P;emif:bdif:cof;qfG 
umefrdlif:sv; yAefrK:zl;tgefNof/

 qwf:pAwf:vgif;wlif.edkif oef:vrf,vgif;qdlif.eif, 
oef:emif:bdif:vkrf;'j. oef:udkwf:bdkwf: vgif;pAwf:phm.
qK.edlofemif:bdif: qdlof:eh. Eif,pdkof vgif;zAif,yAif:bdif:qhm: 
vgif;TwK:rmef,rSef; qdlof:eef. awyAefvgif;wmif: 
tefqef.wlif,olif:ydkef.wD; qdkif;_wdlif:sv; rdlif: tofqfGOfG, 
aOcyf.cdkif/

 qwf:pAwf:ymifNyf.xlyf: vkuf;pAef:uof, qdlof:bmrf;pAef:wD; 
rkuf.qkrf: rdlefeif, zl;zdkuf:umef zl;tgefNofbdif:ekrf, 
ymifOgefzdlrf.erf.uwf.zl;tgefNofsv; ymifOgefyhm:bl,vD 
qdlof:eh. rK:Nyf.xlyf:vSuf;vhm;wmif:N.sv; wlofxlyf:aO 
vAyf;pAef:N. vguf:vhm:su;vdwf;yefpK/ zl;vAyf;pAef:uof, 
Ogef:sv; zl;uyf:Odkyf,uyf:Omef ydkef.wD; qdlof:eef. 
pAwf:umefwgef;wK, vgif;cdkef;Omif.sv; vgif;Okef,vh; 
wlif,olif:ulef: vlnf;vhm:ydef,yhm,vSuf;vhm;acK;rkef: qwf:pAwf: 
ymiftkyf,tlof:vSuf;vhm; wmif:N.emif:bdif: wD;ydkef.wD;cof 
bl,Oof:/
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The Women’s Empowerment 
Program has undertaken the 
following activities:

• Offered internship programs for Shan women to 
build their capacity to run community-based 
programs along the border, inside Shan State 
and in other areas of Burma; 55 interns have 
graduated since the program began in 1999;

• Organized Women’s Exchange meetings at 
numerous locations on the Thai-Burma border 
and inside Shan State and other Shan 
communities elsewhere. These exchanges are 
facilitated by women who have graduated from 
the training provided by SWAN who act as focal 
points in their local area. SWAN currently has 18 
active focal points who are active in their 
communities with many also undertaking 
further studies and additional community 
work;

• Built the capacity of women in political parties 
and in civil society organizations from different 
parts of Shan State, in Kachin State and Sagaing 
Region, particularly on gender issues, women’s 
rights, leadership skills, community 
mobilization, and political science in our 
Emerging Women’s Leadership Training;

• Run training for aspiring young leaders through 
the Young Women’s Leadership Training;

• Hosted events for International Women’s Day, 
International Day of Elimination of Violence 
against Women, etc. to keep women’s issues, 
gender equality and justice on the agenda at the 
community, regional and national levels;

• Coordinated alumni exchanges which 
specifi cally provide a space for women who 
have completed SWAN’s internship, SWAN’s 
Emerging Women’s Leadership Training, the 
Young Women’s Leadership training and/or 
reproductive health training to share their 
experiences and learn more about confl ict 
resolution. SWAN alumni and focal points are 
regularly working to advance the rights of their 
communities through information sharing and 
implementing women’s exchanges in their own 
communities.
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“For me, the internship was an 
opportunity to learn more 
practical skills. I had a chance to 
practice these skills that I had 
learned in the training from offi ce 
management and skills workshops. 
I also learned how to communicate 
with communities. After the 
internship, I felt I had enough 
confi dence to do work with the 
organization.” - Nang Kwan 
Hseng Nein, Intern (September 
– December 2017)

“I attended a lot of training with 
SWAN including the Young 
Women’s Leadership Training 
(YWLT), which was the beginning 
of my life development. The 
internship training changed my 
attitude because I got to meet 
with many women from different 
areas and learned new skills such 
as offi ce management, 
communication, note taking, 
accounting, and computer 
technology. I also improved my 
facilitation and networking skills, 
which will help me in my future.” 
- Kham Mai, 2017 Internn

SWAN’s training graduates are are part of infl uential leaders in Youth 
Groups in Shan State where 60% of our training alumni are involved 
with leadership roles including as Executive Members of the Tai Youth 
Network (TYN), a township level General Secretary of the Shan 
Literature and Cultural Association and members of Shan political 
parties. We have observed progress towards gender equality at a 
community level. For example, monks and local offi cials are more 
trusting of SWAN’s focal points and are beginning to recognize that 
women are experts in their areas of knowledge and can contribute to 
decision-making in their homes and communities. 

SWAN expects that the women participating in our training and 
exchanges become important resource people not only for their local 
community but also for the future of Shan State, and Burma. 

Internship

To build capacity among our youth, SWAN organized an internship 
program for young Shan women in Thailand and abroad. They 
attended meetings, trainings organized by other local organizations 
and learnt about issues facing the Shan community. These experiences 
enabled the young women to build confi dence and gain independence 
through their leadership endeavors. 

Testimonies from SWAN interns: 
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qwf:pAwf: ymifOgefyluf:ygiferf.uwf.
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Women Empowerment Program in Numbers
 in 1999 - 2018
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157
alumni from 
the Young Women Leadership 
Training (YWLT),  Emerging 
Women’s Leadership Training 
(EWLT) and internship

7,588+ 
Women's Exchange Participants

263
women's exchange

15,712+ 
Women's Exchange Participants

18
women's exchange

242 
Participants of 
Women's Literacy Class 

1
Women's Literacy Class

252+
Participants of 

11 
Capacity Building Workshops

460 
Participants of 

16
Youth Capacity Building

1,274 
Participants of 

48
Women's Capacity Building 
Workshops
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WOMEN’S WELLBEING 
The Women’s Well-Being Program started in 
2013 by merging the health program and 
crisis support program. As the brunt of civil 
war took its impact on civilians in Shan 
State and along the Thai-Burma border, 
SWAN worked with the Thai Public Health 
authorities to set up a health center in 1999 
to meet the needs of refugees. 
SWAN’s Women’s Wellbeing Program has been providing women and 
children in rural and remote areas of Shan State affected by confl ict, beyond 
the reach of the government and INGO aid, with vital education and health 
services for the last twenty years.
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As the brunt of the 
civil war made its 
impact on civilians 
in Shan State and 
along the Thai-
Burma border, 
SWAN worked with 
the Thai Public 
Health authorities 
to set up a health 
center in 1999 to 
meet the needs of 
refugees. The center 
was run by seven 
Shan women who 
were trained as 
community health 
workers and 
educators.

In early 2004, SWAN was also able to set up 
a satellite health center located remotely 
for Shan IDPs along the Thai-Burma 
border. The clinic provided treatment and 
resources about HIV to the patients, where 
these support services were of great use as 
the spread of HIV was a big concern in the 
community. SWAN staff and volunteers 
ran workshops to address the stigma and 
encourage people to share their status and 
needs. An outreach support service was 
provided by SWAN aimed at Shan refugees 
who were HIV positive but were unable to 
access Thai support services. The service 
provided counseling, emergency medical 
support and milk for babies as necessary. 

As the Shan communities became more 
vocal, it was clear that SWAN needed to 
increase program activities to address the 
variety of women’s needs and concerns. 
SWAN members created a health outreach 
program for women from poor 
communities. This program provided child 
healthcare and reproductive and maternal 
health education.

In 2001, SWAN started running a Women’s 
Crisis Support Centre in Chiang Mai and in 
late 2003, SWAN set up an additional 
Women’s Crisis Centre in Fang District, 
Thailand run by three full time staff who 
worked closely with the Thai Government 
Hospital in the area. This initiative was 
supported by The Foundation for the People 
of Burma. Services provided included the 
provision of food, clothing, shelter and 
access to health and legal services. 
Counseling was included and women at 
the shelter were given basic literacy 
training as well as handicraft production. 
This enabled Shan women in local 
communities to respond directly to the 
issue of violence against women.

As a fi rst step, Shan women in different 
locations were trained to be counselors 
and act as peer educators on violence 
against women. By developing these 
women’s skills and linking them up to 
existing support networks, the aim was to 
develop local crisis support mechanisms to 
respond to the issue of violence and sexual 
assault in their communities. 
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During 2002-2003 SWAN members, 
organized a series of workshops along the 
Thai-Burma border for four refugee 
communities that covered: gender issues, 
violence against women and basic 
counseling. This was to provide local 
women with the skills to directly assist 
survivors of violence in their communities.  
The Women’s Well-Being Program was 
created in 2013 by merging the health 
program and crisis support program. The 
Crisis Support program and the HIV project 
ended in 2016 because of improvements to 
the Thai Public Health system which made 
health care more accessible for migrants 
and refugees. This prompted SWAN to focus 
more on activities inside Shan State.

SWAN has been running reproductive 
health awareness and data collection 
training annually for health workers from 
remote areas in Shan State since 2011. This 
important and modern training course is 
designed for young women who have had 
some form of prior health worker training 
or experience and need to expand or 
update their knowledge and skills. The 
content of the course primarily focuses on 
reproductive health, family planning, and 
maternal and child health. 

Following the training SWAN-sponsored 
health workers routinely collect 
demographics, vital events and health 
related data in their villages to monitor the 
health status of their communities. The 
health workers also organize the 
information into a report format to make 
it available to the program staff to easily 
organize and take action. This data shows 
that in the villages where the health 
workers are providing services the take-up 
of modern contraceptives is double that of 
Burma as a whole and the maternal and 
infant mortality rates much lower.
Overall, SWAN’s Women’s Wellbeing 
Program has been providing women and 
children in rural and remote areas of Shan 
State affected by confl ict, beyond the reach 
of the government and INGO aid, with vital 
education and health services for the last 
twenty years. Quite often SWAN’s health 
workers are the only health workers 
providing targeted services to women and 
children in rural and remote villages in 
Shan State. The SWAN-supported health 
project is community managed and has 
proven to be a very effective means of 
improving the health of women and 
children. 
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Reproductive health awareness in 
2011 - 2018  
SWAN health workers conduct health awareness 
sessions on reproductive health and disease 
prevention as well as chronic diseases inside 
Burma in townships including Kali/Kunhing, Tang 
Yan, Kesi, Mong Hsu, Hsipaw and Mong Nai. 

The topics covered in the health awareness sessions 
includes: reproductive health and family planning, 
TB, malaria, infl uenza, cold, cough, diarrhea, fever, 
seasonal diseases and prevention, stomachache, 
diabetes, hypertension, personal hygiene, mother 
and child health. 
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School health awareness 
in 2015 - 2018

Health workers also conduct school health 
education sessions in townships including 
Karli/Kunhing, Kesi, Mong Hsu, Tang Yan, 
Hsipaw and Mong Nai. The school health 
education sessions benefi t young students 
who learn about food and nutrition, 
worms, and personal hygiene including 
hand washing. midwives and/or nurses 
from township hospitals monitored 
children’s nutrition with assistance by 
SWAN health workers.
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Curative care awareness 
2016 - 2017

Health workers provide basic health 
information to communities on how to 
maintain good health and nutrition and 
keep families strong and educated on 
the best way to take care of themselves. 

3,6763,676 yguf;yguf;

124 auj.auj.
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Curative care awareness
sessions
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Implant service in 2018

From 14th to 21st of May 2018 SWAN 
conducted the Contraceptive Implant 
training course at the SWAN Offi ce in 
Chiang Mai with six health workers. 
SWAN’s health workers injected 
contraceptive implants to eighty-six 
women that chose to receive the services 
during the practical component of the 
implant training at the Mae Daed Noi and 
Mae La Up-health facilities (Community 
Health Centers). 

The DAKS Foundation provided SWAN with 
Jadelle implant sets to use during the 
contraceptive implant training course. It 
also provided SWAN with additional Jadelle 
implant sets to 6 SWAN health workers to 
immediately start providing Implant 
services to interested clients upon 
returning to their "home communities/
catchment areas" in the Shan State. The 
implant is a vital birth control option that 
allows women to have more autonomy 
over their bodies and learn about their 
sexual reproductive health. 
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Border Activities in 2010-2016

Along the border, SWAN’s health program 
was responsible for testing patients at the 
Koung Jor Community Centre for HIV/AIDS 
and then offering subsequent crisis support 
and referrals for families. 

9,745 
Cases tested at Koung Jor 

Community Centre

1,399
Referrals

789
HIV patients

1,390 
Crisis support
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1 
contraceptive implant training

20+ 
health workers

6 
Reproductive Health training

5 
Data Collection Training

1 
Curative Care training 
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Radio Broadcasting
Information sharing is carried out across 
various mediums including two radio 
programs run and operated by the SWAN 
Information and Documentation (ID) team. 
The radio programs cater to issues that 
women face in relation to health, leadership 
and economic success. 

We focus predominately on promoting 
women to leadership positions by providing 
information that gives them confi dence. 

SWAN’s “Heng Jai Ying” (Girl’s Power) aims to 
promote the empowerment of women and 
raise awareness by providing educational 
information about women and children’s 
health, gender equality, governance and 
general knowledge. Two of our radio 
programs are broadcasted in Chiang Mai, 
Thailand. Listeners include Shan migrants 
and refugee working in northern Thailand, 
communities in Shan State, and, thanks to 
online broadcasting, we are able to reach 
Sipsoungpanna in China and other parts of 
Burma.

Girl’s Power can be heard each Wednesday 
and Thursday from 13:00 to 15:00 local time 
through the radio station run by MAP 
Foundation in Chiang Mai. MAP Radio 
broadcasts services from 09:00 am to 21:00 
pm daily, seven days a week, specifi cally 
targeting migrant workers. 

SWAN also broadcasts Girl’s Power through 
SHAN online radio, which can be heard every 
Monday and Tuesday, 13:00-14:00 local time. 
Run under Shan Herald Agency for News 
(SHAN), SHAN Radio Online provides greater 
access to news reports on the situation in 
Burma (especially Shan State) to people in 
Burma and Thailand, and the wider 
international community. Due to lack of 
electricity and other communication 
infrastructure in Shan State, daily radio 
news remains the favored platform for news 
and information. All programs can be heard 
on an online live broadcast at www.radio.
panglong.org
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Awareness Raising Information Tools 

As confl ict escalates in northern Shan 
State, civilians are caught in the 
crossfi re where young women, the 
elderly and children are at the highest 
risk of exploitation and violence. 
What is more concerning is that the dire 
human rights situation is not being met with 
adequate responses – rather civil society 
groups like SWAN are faced with aid 
restrictions and internal ethnic politics that 
too often attempt to sow division over unity. 
In recognition of the atrocities against 
innocent civilians, SWAN supported calls for 
humanitarian action and an end to the 
fi ghting. The human rights violations were 
shared through visual data in Shan and 
English in 2018 and are continuing to be 
shared in 2019.

Visualized data of human rights 
violations in Shan State 

In response to questions and concerns over 
the lack of women’s participation in the peace 

process, the ID department informed local 
and international audiences during the 

16-Days of Activism 2018 through the 

‘WhyNoWomen’ 
series which, on every day of the campaign, 
offered a reason for the challenges faced by 

women and also recommendations to support 
women’s resilience and efforts.

Campaign Materials

SWAN also regularly releases a 
newsletter highlighting the 
activities and efforts of our sisters 
and networks and members. 
Since our inception, there have always 
been stories to tell and the ID team has 
worked hard to share those stories 
with local and international 
audiences. 

Campaign Materials
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Website
SWAN’s website was fi rst launched in January 2003, and four 
languages website was launched at SWAN’s tenth anniversary in 
2009. It was reformatted again in 2012 and in 2016. Currently, our 
website is preparing for a relaunch which includes a redesign of 
content and images set to be released in 2019. 

Documentaries
In 2011, SWAN produced an audio-visual drama to raise awareness 
of family planning as this remains a challenge in Thailand, 
where young migrant workers from Burma face the problem of 
unNanned pregnancies. The drama was released in 2012 and 
shown in Chiang Mai, Thailand. Our target audience was Shan 
migrant workers. 

In 2012, a fi lm that advocated for gender equality and addressed 
sexual and gender-based violence/discrimination was produced 
by SWAN. The title in Burmese was ‘Yone Htwat Khwin,’ which 
means ‘Grant Us the Right to Struggle.’ The fi lm was shared in 
Chiang Mai, Thailand and was shown on the TV channel of the 
Democratic Voice of Burma. We also uploaded it to the SWAN 
Youtube Channel and made a DVD that was publicized along the 
Thai-Burma border and inside Shan State. 

Between 2013 and 2014, SWAN produced a fi lm in Shan advocating 
for women’s empowerment called ‘Pae Nai Kae Soom,’ which 
means ‘Winning from Within’. The fi lm was produced in Chiang 
Mai and published in Shan State and Thailand. 

In 2015 a documentary titled ‘It’s Time to Shatter the Silence,’ was 
produced to share information on how the drug epidemic in 
Burma impacted women specifi cally. SWAN made calls for 
solidarity to act and work together. This documentary was 
produced after the women’s exchange in Shan State where 
participants had expressed challenges with drug-addicted 
husbands and the subsequent impact this had on their 
livelihoods. It was fi lmed in northern and southern Shan State 
and was promoted online and inside Shan State. 

SWAN’s most recent production, ‘Gong Hak San Loi Paek,’ was 
shared in 2017 highlighted the importance of family planning and 
sexual health for young people, as well as the role of men in 
taking responsibility for consent and unwanted. 

All of the video production is part of a multi-media intervention 
which highlighted our content through various video dramas 
released online via Facebook and on our website as well as on 
Vimeo and Youtube. Copies of the video were distributed in Burma 
and along the border at women’s events, SWAN events and SWAN 
project areas. 
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Reports
 
The report, License to Rape, published 
in 2002 with the Shan Human Rights 
Foundation, documented 173 incidents 
of sexual violence involving 625 
women and girls, committed by the 
Burma Army in Shan State between 
1996 and 2001. The report put SWAN on 
the international stage as we received 
an outpouring of support and 
solidarity for our efforts in 
coordinating this report. The SPDC 
(State Peace and Development Council) 
was forced to hold several press 
conferences where they vehemently 
denied the report’s fi ndings. 

Since then, SWAN has published several shorter 
reports including the following:

 ‘Shan Refugees: Dispelling the Myths’ in 
September 2003 which was a brief background 
paper providing facts to counter common 
myths about Shan refugees in Thailand. 

‘Pushed back into the Flames’ in September, 
2005 which called for protection of Shan 
refugees as the Burmese military regime 
fanned the fl ames of war in Shan State. 

‘Forbidden Glimpses of Shan State’ in November 
2009 which was a guidebook that gave tourists 
an alternative view of Shan State by providing a 
pictorial expose of the deliberate neglect, 
destruction and reinvention of local cultural 
and historical sites. 

In August 2010, SWAN released a briefi ng paper 
with the Shan Human Rights Foundation 
entitled ‘Burma Army tracks across Shan State’ 
which exposed how thousands of acres of 
farmland had been confi scated along the 
construction route of the Nanned 361-km 
railway. 

SWAN’s report ‘High and Dry,’ published in 
December 2010 with the Shan Sapawa 
Environmental Organization which exposed 
how local trade and transport across the Shweli 
River has been cripped by unpredictable daily 
fl uctuations in the water level since the 
comNetion of the 110-meter tall Longjiang Dam 
about 30 kilometers upstream.
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Publications for Fundraising
 
As part of the fundraising for SWAN’s education program, we 
collaborated with the Danish International Development Agency 
(DANIDA) and the Danish Burma Committee (DBC) to produce a 
docudrama about Shan refugee children. In early 2005 the 
production team visited the project sites in Fang district, to collect 
information and footage for the project. The fi lm aired on Danish 
national TV in late 2005 and a photo book with information on 
Shan history and culture was distributed for sale. 

We published 20,000 copies of a cut-out dolls’ book which was sent 
to Denmark for sale to raise funds for SWAN’s education program.  
We also sold the book in Thailand where for every copy sold, one 
copy was given free to refugee children living along the border. In 
addition, SWAN representatives gave the books to partner 
organizations as well as local and international supporters.
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Media Channels 

5,700+
l ikes

1,100+
followers

300+
followers

Website in four languages: 
English, Shan, Burmese & Thai

11 press releases
16 newsletters
14 months of human rights 
violations documentation in 
Shan State

3 reports
2 briefing papers
1 guidebook
5 media productions 
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international levels
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Advocacy 

Community Advocacy

Active participation in advocacy initiatives by 
community-based organizations, civil society 
organizations and networks has been an 
essential part of SWAN’s advocacy. 

The root cause of more than 70 years of 
political turmoil is the failure to establish a 
genuine federal democratic union which 
guarantees ethnic equality and the right to 
self-determination for all people.  Moreover, 
absence of trust and intolerance for diversity 
of any kind, that is widespread among 
communities in Shan State and all over the 
country, is another reason for the long 
lasting political and armed confl icts.

Those who tried to build their power and 
infl uence with fear and hatred disapprove of 
the idea of different groups, people and 
communities working together for a 
common goal. 

It is very disturbing to see those in power 
using their infl uence to instill fear and 
hatred in communities while criticizing 
groups who are trying to embrace diversity 
through inclusion and collaboration.  Rather 
than reject diversity, they should be trying to 
build values through collaboration, 
inclusion, understanding and 
accommodation. 

From early 2010, therefore, SWAN has focused 
its advocacy efforts more at the community 
level in Shan State, Kachin State and Sagaing 
Region and along the border, concentrating 
primarily on the need for reconciliation of 
divided communities for peaceful 
coexistence while we continue working on 
the elimination of gender discrimination.  

Ending Gender Discrimination

Traditionally and culturally, women are 
treated as second-class citizens across ethnic
communities in Burma. Religious teachings, 
cultural practices, literature, and media have
reinforced a long established patriarchal 
system. Sixty years of militarized culture has 
created a society in Burma that reinforces 
patriarchy. Furthermore, ongoing political 
and armed confl ict has embedded violence 

in Burma such that women face gender-
based violence, including state-sponsored 
sexual violence.

A series of consultation meetings and 
program activities have confi rmed the deep-
rooted and severe gender discrimination in 
our communities. Thus, women’s specifi c 
needs are being almost completely ignored 
by decision-making bodies at all levels. 

To remedy this, SWAN concerned itself with 
efforts to bridge knowledge and 
communication gaps in communities by 
working to raise the profi le of women’s 
needs and issues through our community-
oriented program activities and multi-media 
interventions.

Working with Divided Communities

Divide-and-rule tactics employed by Burma’s 
military regime has created more and more 
division across Burma: this is also true for 
the Shan communities SWAN is working for.  
These tactics have damaged the country’s 
peace process.  SWAN has strong concerns 
about the government and different groups 
negotiating separately and without the 
participation of civil society. SWAN is 
therefore keen to work with communities in 
the respective areas, and to forge links 
between them so their collective concerns 
can be raised during the peace process.  
As an independent women’s organization for 
women’s human rights, SWAN has a unique 
and important role in peace building as well 
as trust building.  We do not operate under 
any armed group or political party but are 
committed to building good relationships 
with all stakeholders. SWAN believes that 
these relationships and networks are a vital 
component of a sustainable peace-building 
process as they give space for the process of 
reconciliation of divided communities for 
peaceful coexistence. SWAN has therefore 
been able to build networks and 
relationships of trust between different 
communities and ethnic groups, and, in 
particular, women through consultation 
meetings, networking meetings and 
workshops inside Burma 
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List of consultation and 
networking meetings across 
Burma from 2012 to 2016
Consultation Meetings

Consultation 
Meetings 

February – 4 March 2012
First consultation trip to eastern 
Shan State near Chinese border, 
and Mong Hsu in southern Shan 
State.

22 October – 10 November 2012
The 2nd consultation trip areas in 
southern and northern Shan State 
namely Taunggyi, Yawngshwe, Ke 
Si, and Lashio townships, and 
Yangon.

23 – 30 May 2015
The third consultation trip to 
Khamti, Homalin in Sagaing 
Region and Mandalay.

27 June – 3 July 2015
The consultation and networking 
trip to northern Shan State 
including Kyaukme, Hsipaw, 
Namtu, Hsenwi, Muse and 
Namkham.

12- 18 June 2016
The trip to eastern Shan State close 
to Thai border Tachliek, Tarlay, 
Mong Hpyak, Keng Tung and Mong 
Yawng
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During each trip, SWAN met with local-based Shan 
political parties, ethnic armed groups, the Shan Literature 
and Culture Association, women’s groups, youth groups 
and community-based organizations.
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Networking 
Meetings 

23-26 April 2014
SWAN organized a networking 
meeting in Shan State in two 
areas, meeting with network 
groups at Taunggyi and Kesi 
township.

30 September – 1 October 2016
SWAN traveled to Muse, northern 
Shan State and Shwe Li / Ruili , a 
border town on Chinese side

6-23 December 2016
All SWAN staff including the 
Advisory team and seniors 
travelled to network in Yangon and 
Taunggyi

17 – 23 December 2016
SWAN’s staff members on a 
networking trip to Keng Tung & 
Kun Hein
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Note: From 2017, networking meetings have been conducted 
during M & E trips under WEP & WWB.
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Signifi cant outcomes of consultation with the communities 

For the last twenty-years SWAN has maintained an active 
presence at community level, national level, and regional/ 
international level through:  

Advocating for sustainable 
peace, development and ethical 
practices:

SWAN advocates against military offensives 
by the Burma Army and mobilizes Shan 
communities inside Burma to advocate for 
political change and sustainable peace in 
Burma. Moreover, SWAN publicly raised 
concerns over the impacts of the Nanned 
Salween Dams at several high regional 
forums, including the Mekong Regional 
Water Dialogue which was held in 2006. 

Advocating for women’s 
human rights and gender 
equality

Our advocacy for the protection and 
promotion of women’s human rights 
is seen across our program areas and 
through the Women’s League of 
Burma. As a founding and standing 
member, we have a strong 
commitment to share resources, 
knowledge, professional and technical 
skills for advocacy.  

Trust-building for Peace 
Conference in 2012

SWAN was invited to be in the organizing 
team for the Peace Conference in 
Rangoon from 26 to 28 November, 2012.  
Six SWAN representatives attended this 
Peace Conference as part of the Executive 
Team while two SWAN Advisory Team 
(AT) members were keynote speakers. 
The conference was attended by over 170 
participants, including leading Shan 
scholars, members of three political 
parties, four ethnic armed groups and 
eleven civil society organizations from 
42 townships. Participants highlighted 
that the current ceasefi re agreements 
were yet to result in political dialogue, 
and there was an urgent need to address 
critical issues such as increasing drug 
abuse, displacement, economic 
problems, environmental degradation, 
human rights violations, and the 
disappearance of Shan literature and 
culture. There was also a need for 
people’s participation in the peace 
process at all levels.

Formation of 
women’s groups

From 2012 to 2014, SWAN 
facilitated the formation of 
three women's 
organizations, namely 
Shan State Women's 
Organization (SSWO), 
Shan State Women's 
Development 
Organization (SSWDO) 
and Senior Women of 
Shan State (SWSS). 
Through these 
organizations, women 
have learned about their 
rights and are working to 
promote and protect them 
by addressing the issue of 
gender discrimination and 
working towards peaceful 
coexistence. 
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SWAN feels privileged to continue 
contributing signifi cantly in the 
work of the Women’s League of 
Burma (WLB).  

SWAN Contributions to WLB 

2009 to date: WLB Video Documentaries

December 2009: WLB's 10th Anniversary publication & video 
slide-show

2009: Vote No Campaign against 2010 Elections in Burma

2009 to date: WLB's Exhibition at the WLB Anniversaries 
and Forums 

2009- March 2010: Process of International Tribunal on 
Burma & video testimonies

2009 - February 2013: WLB's media project production of 
audio-visual media campaign and advocacy materials, 
video dramas and an infotainment video

October 2012 to date: WLB Peace Mission

September 2013: WLB Exhibition at the Myanmar Women's 
Peace Forum

2013 to date: Layout design of event banners and stands

2013 to date: Providing technical and professional 
assistance

2014-2016: CEDAW Shadow reporting process for the 64th 
Session of the CEDAW Committee

December 2016: WLB's 17th Anniversary video

2009 to date: Layout design of most of WLB publications

1999 to date: SWAN’s ongoing dedication to working on 
CEDAW advocacy
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Networking and 
advocacy with 
other women’s 
organizations in 
Burma
Working through the WLB continues 
to be a rewarding experience rooted 
in feminist principles and 
ideologies. SWAN is engaged with 
advocacy and campaigns on 
women’s empowerment alongside 
other women’s networks including 
CEDAW Action Myanmar, the Gender 
Equality Network, and the Women’s 
Organization Network of Myanmar 
individually as well as through WLB.

While SWAN does individual 
networking, we as WLB members do 
have a shared platform of 
networking for the advancement of 
women, including women’s access 
to leadership and calling for reforms 
in legislation to secure women’s 
human rights and autonomy over 
our bodies, and movement building 

We work alongside our networks 
and members in solidarity 
movements on women’s rights 
through marches, rallies, panels, 
trainings and workshops. 

Platform for Movement Building 
with Other Women’s Networks in 
Burma

October 2012: The First Myanmar 
Women's Forum

September 2013: The First Women of 
Burma/Myanmar Peace Forum

November 2013: The National Women's 
Dialogue Forum

March 2014: Joint-Strategic Planning 
Workshop with Women's Organizations 
Networks

August 2014: Conference on gender 
inclusion 
and women's rights in the peace 
process in Myanmar

September 2014: The Second Women of 
Burma/Myanmar Peace Forum

October 2014: The Third Myanmar 
Women’s Forum in Pathein, Irrawaddy 
Region 

November 2014 - November 2016: 
CEDAW Shadow reporting process for 
the 64th Session of CEDAW Committee

December 2016: Women’s Exchange & 
WLB 17th Anniversary Celebration

December 2017: Women’s Forum for 
Peace in Hpa-an, Kayin State & 
Women’s Exchange & WLB 18th 
Anniversary Celebration

September 2018: Women’s Forum for 
Peace in Yangon

December 2018: WLB 18th Anniversary 
Celebration
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Networking and advocacy at 
regional and international 
levels
In addition to our activism at the community and national levels, 
SWAN has been able to raise the human rights situation of Shan 
women at regional and international levels through the support of 
many regional and international organizations. This has enabled us to 
work across different sectors of gender advocacy and make greater 
calls for agency in a collective, inclusive manner. Between 2009 and 
2018, SWAN participated in numerous roundtable discussions on 
women’s sexuality, gender rights, human traffi cking, climate change, 
sexual violence, legal access, land rights, and migrant workers as well 
as training programs on international human rights, skills building 
and feminist leadership. We are immensely grateful to the many 
networks who made it possible for SWAN to contribute these advocacy 
events, in particular: APWLD; ARROW; AWID; CREA; IWRAW-AP, Regional 
Migrant Networks and Networks of ASEAN People’s Forum
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Okef,vh; Okef,yAef 
ulef: ASEAN

ukif:xAyf;? rldif:xh:/  
ymifwkdif,ymif, 
tkyf,tlof:emif:bdif: 
uAof,vlnf; cuf.
wgef;umefimef: 
Okef,vh; Okef,yAef 
ulef; qef.Okdif,wldif:

uGK,vK, vrf,yldof,? 
rav:OBK:/ ymiftkyf, 
tlof:zldefrlef: 
wK,q[.wdkof:ydlif 
CEDAW uSwf,scsp.
uif; Okef,vh;emif: 
bdif: pSif:umefbmef 
rldif:sv; emif:bdif: 
qldof: vh;xkuf,uK.chm 
e[:qAif,qmef: 
oef:tguf, tK,OBK.

uGK,vK,vrf,yldof,? 
rav:OBK:/ rlef.sr: 
acK;olef.sv; erf.
uwf.

ukif:xAyf;? rldif:xh:/ 
ymifNyf.xlyf: 
qmof:tK,qDbef, 
ASEAN (APF) 

ukif:xAyf;? rldif:xh:/ 
umefOmif; irf:bAef 
e[:Okdif,wldif: 
wgef;wK, umefyluf:ygif 
cmof:bmof:

 

2010
vdlefuBSef,edof,ID, vldefuBKef, vldefuBL,vhm, vldefOSyf,xSrf,yldof, vldeftguf,xlof,yldof, vldefelof,oSrf,yldof,

wD,vD,? wD,arK:vSOf./ 
ymifukrfvlif 
vkuf;pAwf;Zgrf.Nrf;

cae,wK,/ 
ymifOgefOkef,vh; 
Okef,yAefulef: 
vkrf;'K.yguf;xlef; 31

rav:OBK:/ ymifukrf 
vgif;tkyf,tlof:qef. 
Okdif,wldif: uAof,vlnf; 
vgif;uK,rsv; 
vgif;bdif:qhm:? 
vgif;Okef,vh; 
Okef,yAefulef:? 
yhm:bl,vDsv; 
Okef,vh; vgif;Okdyf, 
qldof.Ohmzef: 
cgifulef:ekrf,

ukif:xAyf;? rldif:xh:/ 
ymifukrfvlif 
uAof,vlnf;vgif;uK.
chmulef:

pegh:? oD,bSwf,erf,/ 
acK:cwf.Of (ymifukrf) 
emif:bdif: e[:qAif, 
qmef:oef:tguf, 
tK,OBK.

uGK,vK, vrf,yldof,? 
rav:OBK:/ ymifukrf 
wldif,ymif, wgef;wK, 
ymifNyf.xlyf:qmof: 
ASEAN (APF)

uGK,vK, vrf,yldof,? 
rav:OBK:/ 
ymifukrfwldif,ymif, qef.
Okdif,wldif: vgif; 
ASEAN sv; 
Okef,vh; Okef,yAef 
ulef: yguf;xlef; 3

ymifukrf bkuf.rkef: 
emif:bdif:chm.wD;bl, 
efG: ASEAN 

ymifulrfvlif eSif;umef 
emif:bdif: qmof:cldof: 
ukduf:rldif: e[:tK,OBK. 
yguf;xlef; 3 sv; 
ymiftkyf,tlof: qef.
urf,Zj, uAof,vlnf;vgif; 
bK,OD,vSuf;vhm;? 
vgif;bdif:qhm:sv; 
Okef,vh;wD;vdef  

 

2011
vdlef'Syf,oK,ID, vldefar, vldefatj:uwf.Of vldefOSyf,xSrf,yldof, vldefelof,oSrf,yldof, vldefwD,qSrf,yldof,

sz:Idwf.Of? 
yIL,sOvfsv; 
atK,Ovlof,/ 
ymifukrfvlif vkuf;pAef: 
vgif;irf;bAef sv; 
ymifygh;vkuf;pAef: 
vkrf;'j.

rgef:wD,sY:vlof,? 
cySuf./ ymifukrfvlif 
emif:bdif: ckdifOmif; 
wK,vgif ;Nrf,vlrf;r[, 
- ukdwf:bdkwf: 
vgif;pAwf:phm.qK.

 rldif:xh:/ ymifZkduf: 
zgef. uAof,vlnf; 
zl;pAwf:umefrldif:-
emif:bdif: rldof:eK;

rldif;xh:/ ymifzkduf:zgef. 
vgif;emif:bdif: 
cof;xkdifvgif; 
Twj:rmef,rSef; 

yj,vD,? tdef,wlof, 
eD:OBK:/ acK:cwf.Of 
emif:bdif: e[:qAif, 
qmef: oef:tguf, 
tK,OBK. vgif;ymifukrf 
tj,qD,bef, NofyD

uAif;r[,? rldif;xh:/ 
ymifNyf.xlyf: 
rl,yldifemif:bdif: qef.
tK,OBK. ydqdzduf.
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2012
vdlefat,ysI, vldefar, vldeftguf,xlof,yldof, vldefelof,xSrf,yldof,

tdwf.Owef,yl,? 
wl,IuD,/ ymifNyf.xlyf: 
wK,umefyluf:ygif 
emif;bdif:vkrf;'K. 
yguf;xlef; 12

ukif;xAyf;? rldif;xh;/ ymifzkduf:zgef. acj:cwf.Of emif:bdif: ylif:ygiferf.uwf.

ymiftkyf,tlof: bldif:rhmumefykuf:ygif pAifyD cgifqdkif; rldif:Nrf;wkrf vkrf;'K.sv; 
qgrf:wlnf: yhm:rmuf;rD; rldif:rmef; 

uAif:r[,? rldif;xh:/ ymifwldif,ymif, qAif,qmef: oef:tguf, tK,OBK. 
vgif;umefyluf:ygif? umefcof;xkdif Twj:rmef,rSef;sv; Okef,vh; Okef,yAef 
emif:bdif: qmof:cldof:ukduf:rldif:/

qdwf,eD,sv; cSef,yIj,? atK:OfxaI:vD:bj:/ ymiftkyf,tlof: vgif;vSuf; 
vhm; yldifyhm:ydnf,nj, rldif:Nrf;wkrf rldif:rmef;sv; cmof:wmif:umef Olef:wkrf

zelrf:yAef:? 
urf,ayj:wD:bj:/ 
ymifxgrf,bdef: 
emif:bdif: Okdif,wldif: 
tj,OBK. yqdzduf. 
vgif;pAwf:phm.qj. 
tdifeldofyldif 
yAefbdif:qhm: 

ayj,Ofwef,? 
rldif;tar,Idu/ 
ymiftkyf,ylof: 
uAof,vlnf;vgif; 
qAif,qmef:oef:tguf, 
tK,OBK.

 

2013
vdlef'Syf,oK,ID, vldefwD,qSrf,yldof,

uAif:r[,? rldif:xh:/ ymifwldif,ymif, qef.qkdif;rldif: wgef;wK, acj:cwf.Of 
emif:bdif:rldif: tj,qD,bSef,? Okdif,wldif: qAif,qmef:oef:tguf, tK,OBK.
sv; ymifOgef iof;cmrf,ykdef. uAof,vlnf;vgif; tj,qD,bSef,/ 

yj,vD,? tdef,wlof,eD:OBj:/ ymiftkyf,tlof: zldefrlef: tj,OBK ydqdzduf. 
- wgef;wj,zAof;rlnf. vgif;pAwf:phm.qj. eldofemif:bdif: e[:qef. 
Okdif,wldif:sv; vkrf;'j. tduf,yj: ymifwldif,ymif, NofyD acj:cwf.Of emif:bdif:

 

2014
vdlefrwf.cBf vldefar, vldefuBKef, vldefuBL,vhm,

wj;ukif;? rldif:Nrf;wkrf rldif:rmef;/ 
ymifNyf.xlyf:qmof: tj,qD,bef, 
(APF)

uAif:r[,? rldif:xh:/ ymifNyf.xlyf: 
rl,yldifemif:bdif: qef.tK,OBK.
ydqdzduf. yguf;xlef; 2

vef,wef,? bl.ac,/ ymifukrfNofwD: 
qef.urf,zj, wK,ukdwf:bdkwf: 
vgif;pAwf:phm.qj. wmif:uj,r 
uyf:uhm,vlnf; ywdcmwf; 
trf,xkuf,arj ayj:uGmrf:uef

uBK,uj,wK,? tdef,wlof, eD:OBj:/ 
ymifukrfrkuf.qkrf: wlif,olif:ulef: 
e[:Olkdif,wldif: yguf;xlef; 3 
wgef;wj, ymifukrf NofyD 
zgif:rdlif:vlif tj,qD,bef,/

vdlefOSyf,xSrf,yldof, vldeftguf,xlof,yldof, vldefelof,oSrf,yldof,

ukif:xAyf;? rldif:xh:/ ymifukrftkyf,tlof: 
wldif,ymif, qkrf:ugif.Omefemif:bdif: 
tj,OBj.ydqdzduf. wgef;wj, 
irf:bAefsv;  vgif;Nrf,vlrf;/

sr,vfygef:? atK:OfxaI:vD:bj:/ 
ymifukrfqkrf:Nrf; pAwf:umefqgrf:uef 
yj;w[;umefimef: tefrD:qkdof;oj; 
WAVE cgifrkuf.qkrf: emif:bdif: 
vkrf;'j. wj,umefyluf:ygif (IWDA) 

ukif:xAyf;? rldif:xh:/ acj:cwf.Of 
emif:bdif: yguf;xlef; 4 - 
ymifukrfwrf:omif: zSefumef NofyD 
ukif:xAyf;? rldif:xh:/ ymifNyf.xlyf: 
qkwkrf qkrf:wlif,olif: ulef:tj,OBj.
yqdzduf. vgif;umefyluf:ygif 
emif:bdif: (Beijing +20) 

ukif:xAyf;? rldif:xh:/ ymifukrfvlif 
tj,OBj.yqdzduf. vgif;zAif,yAif: 
bdif:qhm:sv; umefyluf:ygif erf.
uwf.emif:bdif:
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2015
vldefar, vdlefatj:uwf.Of

wj;ukif;? rldif:Nrf;wkrf rldif:rmef;/ ymiftkyf,tlof: 
wldif,ymif, qkrf:wlif,olif:ulef: qef.qkdif;rldif: 
uyf:uhm,vlnf; wK;rkif;pef tj,qD,bef, 2025 

'D,uBD, - ymifNyf.xlyf: vSuf;vhm;sv; ymifql.
wkrf eSif;umef emif:bdif: tj,OBj.yqdzduf. 
- ymifNyf.xlyf:vSuf;vhm; e[:su;rkuf.qkrf: 
emif:bdif: 'D,uBD,sv; iof;aujqkrf: 
emif:bdif:rldif:rmef;

cwf,ref,wl,? eD,ayj:/ 
vgif;tgefNof vlnf;rl,yldif 
emif:bdif:sv; 
vgif;Nrf,vlrf;irf:bAef 

2016
vdlef'Syf,oK,ID, vdlefrwf.cBf vldefuBKef, vldefuBL,vhm, vldefOSyf,xSrf,ydlof,

ebl:bguf.? tar,Idu/ ymiftkyf, 
tlof: zldefrlef: vgif;rldif:rmefsv; 
Nyf.xlyf: zl;wSef:wmif bl,Ilof 
zD,bSef, zgrf.Nrf; wD;rldif:Nrf;wkrf 
vkrf;'j.? rdwf,OBdef, ref;ukdrf; 
rldif:zImef.Of? rdlif:aej,ao, 
tduf,yj: zl;wldif,ymif, ckduf.wgef: 
uyf:uhm,vlnf; rldif:rmef; wD;vkrf: 
zl;erf:e[: rldif:Nrf;wkrfvkrf;'j. 
yldifvlif vh;tkyf,tlof: vgif;iof:vhm: 
e[:rldif:wh: 

rSuf,qD,ulof/ zSefumefvkrf;'j. 
uyf:uhm,vlnf; Okef,vh; 
Okef,yAefemif:bdif:? 
vgif;Twj:rmef,rSef; bdif:qhm:? 
vgif;q[qyf:ySif: 
Oj,Oej,yAefydlifbfG,

uBD,eD,oj,? Oknf,qj, 
vSef,wf/ cmof:wmif: 
umefOlef:wkrf zgif:bmrf: 
ymifukrf ugif,qD,Okef,vh; 
Okef,yAefulef: rldif:Nrf;wkrf 
vkrf;'j. yguf;xlef; 31

cwf,ref,wl:? eD,ayj:/ 
ymiftkyf,tlof: vSuf;vhm; 
wmif:N. emif:bdif: 
qgrf:qkrf:emif:bdif: 
rldif:rmef: 
e[:ej;vdefeef. 

uBD,eD,oj,? 
Oknf,qj,vSef,wf/ 
ymifukrf auj,rwD,qDawj: 
yguf;xlef; 64? xwf:xgif 
iof:vhm: rldif:rmef;/

ebl:bguf.sv; 
oj,OBdef,wef, WD,qD,/ 
OAifcmefymuf, 
tefvrf,vgif; 
- ydlifumef vSuf;vhm; 
vgif;vgwf;vSof; 
wlof;urf,zj, 
wD;oAif:sw:vwf.Of 

2017
vdlefat,ysI, vldefOSyf,xSrf,ydlof,

sp,vfOdef,cD,? 'def:vSef:wf/ ymiftkyf,tlof: 
qef.qkdif;rldif: vgif;irf:bAef 

uAif:r[,? rldif:xh:/ ymifNyf.xlyf: 
rl,yldifemif:bdif: qef.tK,OBK.
ydqdzduf. yguf;xlef; 3



Nrf;uef yAeftAefpSif:
vgif;wlif.ekdifcmof:wmif: 20 yD 77

Networking & Advocacy 

2009
February April May August September November

Bangkok 
Thailand: 1st 
Regional 
Women’s 
Human Rights 
Consultation on 
the ASEAN 
Human Rights 
Body

Bangkok, 
Thailand: 
Women's 
Consultation on 
Regional 
Human Rights 
Mechanisms

Kuala Lampur, 
Malaysia: 
Roundtable on 
Using CEDAW to 
Protect the 
Rights of 
Women 
Migrant 
Workers and 
Traffi cked 
Women in 
Southeast Asia

Kuala Lampur, 
Malaysia: 
Updating of 
Concepts & 
Skills

Bangkok, 
Thailand: 
ASEAN People’s 
Forum (APF)

Bangkok, 
Thailand: 
Inter-Regional 
Peace Building 
for Long-Term 
Development

 

2010
January June July September October November

Dili, Timor 
Leste: Students 
Solidarity 
Conference

Canada: 31st 
Annual 
International 
Human Rights 
Training 
Program

Malaysia: 
Meeting on 
Regional 
Dialogue on 
Sexuality and 
Gender, Human 
Rights and 
Young People’s 
Reproductive 
Health & Rights

Bangkok 
Thailand: 
International 
Congress and 
Conference on 
Traffi cking

Hanoi, 
Vietnam: 
Southeast-Asia 
Womens 
Caucus

Kuala Lampur, 
Malaysia: 
Consultation 
for ASEAN 
People’s Forum 

Kuala Lampur, 
Malaysia: 
Third Regional 
Consultation 
Meeting on 
ASEAN and 
Human Rights

Promoting 
Migrant 
Women in 
ASEAN

The Third 
Conference of 
Asian 
Indigenous 
Women’s 
Network & 
Global Seminar 
Workshop on 
Climate 
Change, Gender 
and Land rights

 

2011
February May August September November December

Paris, Brussels 
& Oslo: 
Student Peace 
Conference and 
the Interna-
tional Student’s 
Festival

Montebello, 
Quebec: 
Conference on 
Women Forging 
a New Security: 
Ending Sexual 
Violence

Thailand: 
Workshop on 
the Future of 
Women 
Politicians

Thailand: 
Workshop on 
Women’s 
Access to 
Justice

Bali, 
Indonesia: 
Southeast Asia 
Women’s 
Caucus on 
ASEAN Annual 
Meeting

Chiang Mai, 
Thailand: 
First-Asia 
Pacifi c 
Feminist 
Forum
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2012
April May October November

Istanbul, 
Turkey: 
12th AWID 
International 
Forum

Bangkok, Thailand: 
• Women’s Caucus Skills Building 

Workshop
• Millennium Development Goals 

Focus and Burma Economic Watch 
Seminar 

Chiang Mai, Thailand: Southeast Asia 
Consultation on Development, Access to 
Justice & Human Rights of Indigenous 
Women

Sydney and Canberra, Australia: 
2012 Seminar of Education Reform in 
Burma and lobbying trip

Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia: 
Asia Pacifi c 
Regional Women’s 
Hearing on Gender 
Based Violence

Boston, United 
States of America: 
Southeast Asia 
Seminar

2013
February December

Chiang Mai, Thailand: National 
Consultation for SEA ASEAN Women’s 
Caucus and Basic Training on ASEAN

Bali, Indonesia:
Asia Pacifi c Roundtable: International and Regional 
Standard Setting to eliminate Violence Against Women and 
Women’s Caucus Annual Consultation

2014
March May June July

Yangon, Burma: 
ASEAN People’s Forum

Chiang Mai, Thailand: 
2nd Asia Pacifi c Feminist 
Forum

London, UK: 
Global Summit to End 
Sexual Violence in 
Confl ict

Jakarta, Indonesia: 
3rd Regional Civil 
Society Meeting for 
Annual ASEAN 
Ministerial Meeting

September October November

Bangkok, Thailand: 
Regional consultation 
of the Asia Pacifi c 
Women’s Alliance for 
Peace and Security

Melbourne, Australia: 
IWDA-WAVE Project 
Partners Meet

Bangkok, Thailand: 
Women’s Caucus 4th 
Annual Strategizing 
Meeting

Bangkok, Thailand: 
Asia Pacifi c CSO Forum 
on Beijing +20, 

Bangkok, Thailand: 
Asia Pacifi c Conference 
on Gender Equality & 
Women’s empowerment 
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2015
May August

Yangon, Burma: 
National CSOs Consultation of 
ASEAN Vision 2025

Fiji: Asia Pacifi c Women’s 
Exchange and Networking 
Forum: 
A Women’s Exchange between 
the Fiji Women’s Forum and 
the Women’s League of Burma 

Kathmandu, Nepal: 
Feminist Leadership & 
Peace Security

2016
February March June: July September:

New York, United 
States of America: 
Burma Roundtable and 
meetings with the 
European Union 
delegation to the United 
Nations. Permanent 
mission of France, 
Norway, Offi ce of the 
United Nations 
Secretary General’s 
Special Advisor on 
Myanmar specially on 
the situation in Shan 
State

Mexico City, Mexico: 
International Strategy 
on Women’s Rights, 
Gender Justice and 
Religious 
Fundamentalisms 

Geneva, 
Switzerland: 
The 31st Session of 
the United National 
Human Rights 
Council lobbying 
trip

Kathmandu, 
Nepal: 
Women’s 
Exchange with 
local Burmese 
women’s groups

Geneva, 
Switzerland: 
64th Session of 
CEDAW 
Committee, 
Myanmar 
Country Review

New York City & 
Washington, 
D.C.: Vital Voices: 
The Global 
Freedom 
Exchange 
Program in 
Dallas

2017
April: September

Helsinki, Finland: 
National Dialogue for Peace

Chiang Mai, Thailand: 
3rd Asia Pacifi c Feminist 
Forum
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qkrf:yefwmif:qgh;xSrfOgef:qkrf:yefwmif:qgh;xSrfOgef:
rhm qkdof;rkuf.qkrf: rldif: yDqgh;xSrf yldifumefsv; Mif;umefqgh;xSrf

1 American Jewish World Service USA 2006 - 2012  yhm:blvD

2 APHEDA Via DAK Foundation Australia 2013 yhm:ydnf,nj,

3 Austcare Australia 2007 - 2008 umefyluf:ygifemif:bdif: 

4 Between Border Germany 2012 - 2018 yhm:ydnf,nj,

5 Burma Life Line USA 2005 - 2015 yhm:blvD

6 Burma Relief Center Thailand 2004 - 2016 yhm:blvD

7 Bradley Hong Kong 2017 - 2018 yhm:ydnf,nj,

8 Body Shop UK 2009 yhm:ydnf,nj,

9 Children on the Edge UK 2008 yhm:ydnf,nj,

10 Cosefeb France 2005 yhm:ydnf,nj,

11 Danish Burma Committee Denmark 2006 - 2011 yhm:ydnf,nj,

12 Department For International 
Development 

UK 2008 - 2015 yhm:ydnf,nj,sv; umefyluf:ygifemif:bdif: wgef;wj, yAefwkdef:vmif: 
wj,wlif,olif:ulef: e[:rldif:wh:? umefygh,OAif aI,wD,blof,Ogef:sv; 
wj,umefyhm:ydnf,nj, vkuf;tgef,pSif:umefbmefrldif: qkrf:ulef:ekrf,wh:? 
yhm:Odif,oSwf.vgrf. qkrf:Ozj,osv; yhm:bl,vD auj,rwD,yhm:bl,vDwh:

13 Dom Thai Thailand 2014 yhm:ydnf,nj,

14 Euro Burma Offi ce Belgium 2004, 2005 & 
2016 - 2018 

umefOlef:wkrf? yhm:ydnf,nj,sv; ymifulrfNofyD 

15 Firetree Asia Foundation Hong Kong 2017 yhm:ydnf,nj,

16 Foundation for the People of 
Burma 

US 2001/ 2005 
- 2009 

yhm:ydnf,nj,

17 Humanitarian Aid Relief Trust UK 2007 - 2018 yhm:blvDsv; urf.pSif:qgh;xSrf 

18 Help Without Frontiers Germany 2006 - 2012 yhm:ydnf,nj,

19 Hussman Foundation USA 2004 yhm:ydnf,nj,

20 International republican 
Institute 

US 2009 ymifvSuf;vhm;umefrldif:? urf.xSrfwgef;wj,umeftkyf.yldif,qwf:umef

21 International Women's 
Development Agency 

Australia 2000 - date yldifumefyluf:ygifemif:bdif:sv; wj,ymifulrfNofyDsv; ymifukrfqgrf:eSif;umef

22 LifePrep & Starfi sh fund Thailand 2012 yhm:ydnf,nj,

23 LUSH Hong Kong 2017 yhm:ydnf,nj,

24 Magical Light Foundation Singapore 2016 - 2018 yhm:ydnf,nj,

25 Norwegian Church Aid Norway 2002 / 2005 - 
2016 

yhm:bl,vD? yluf:ygifemif:bdif:? yefwmif:N.vgif;bdif:qhm:e[:wlif,olif:ulef:wh; 

26 National Endownment for 
Democracy 

USA 2002 - to date qSef,wj,Ogef:? ikdef;vldefzl;pmyf,umef wj,qwf:pAwf:ymifukrfwldif,ymif, 
sv; Omif;eSif;umef 

27 Unitarian Universalist Service 
Committee

USA 1999 - 2000 wj,uj;q[.qhm,vkrf:

28 The Embassy of the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands

Netherland 2015 - 2016 ymifOgefzl;tgefNof emif:bdif:ekrf, zhm,wh;ydlifumefyluf:ygifemif:bdif: 

29 Open Society Institute USA 2000 - 2001 wj,uj;q[.qhm,vkrf:sv; umefpyf.zl;zkduf:umef 

30 Partner Asia USA 2016 - 2018 yhm:ydnf,nj,sv; wmif,rAof:qgrf:eif,iof:vhm:ckduf.cuf. 

31 Planet Wheeler Australia 2012 - 2018 yhm:ydnf,nj,

32 Probono Germany 2005 - 2006 yhm:ydnf,nj,

33 Philanthropy Connections 
Foundation

Thailand 2017 yhm:ydnf,nj,

34 Stichting Care For Children Netherland 2015 yhm:ydnf,nj,

35 The Popocatepetl Trust USA 2012 yhm:ydnf,nj,

36 Terr Des Hommes Germany 2004 yefwmif:N.vgif;bdif:-qhm: e[:wlif,olif:wh:

37 Thai Life Thailand 2007 yhm:ydnf,nj,

38 Women's Education for 
Advancement and 
Empowerment

Thailand 2004 ymifOgefzh,pjikdef:ugifumif

39 Individuals 2004 and 2018 yhm:ydnf,nj,sv; wmif,rAof:qgrf:eif,iof:vhm:ckduf.cuf. 
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SWAN's Donors
No. Donors Country Period Programs or Activities Supported 

1 American Jewish World Service USA 2006 - 2012  Health 

2 APHEDA Via DAK Foundation Australia 2013 Education

3 Austcare Australia 2007 - 2008 Women's Empowerment Program (WEP)

4 Between Border Germany 2012 - 2018 Education

5 Burma Life Line USA 2005 - 2015 Health 

6 Burma Relief Center Thailand 2004 - 2016 Health 

7 Bradley Hong Kong 2017 - 2018 Education

8 Body Shop UK 2009 Education

9 Children on the Edge UK 2008 Education

10 Cosefeb France 2005 Education

11 Danish Burma Committee Denmark 2006 - 2011 Education

12 Department For International 
Development 

UK 2008 - 2015 Education and Empowering women to build social 
capital in Shan State and Radio Broadcasting by 
SWAN & Education of migrant children by SYO; 
Environment by Shan Sapawa; Health by SHC

13 Dom Thai Thailand 2014 Education

14 Euro Burma Offi ce Belgium 2004, 2005 & 
2016 - 2018 

Advocacy, Education & Annual meeting 

15 Firetree Asia Foundation Hong Kong 2017 Education

16 Foundation for the People of 
Burma 

US 2001/ 2005 
- 2009 

Education

17 Humanitarian Aid Relief Trust UK 2007 - 2018 Health & Crisis support

18 Help Without Frontiers Germany 2006 - 2012 Education

19 Hussman Foundation USA 2004 Education

20 International republican 
Institute 

US 2009 Political Exchange/Alternative Tourist Guide/
Administration support

21 International Women's 
Development Agency 

Australia 2000 - date WEP & Annual & networking meetings

22 LifePrep & Starfi sh fund Thailand 2012 Education

23 LUSH Hong Kong 2017 Education

24 Magical Light Foundation Singapore 2016 - 2018 Education

25 Norwegian Church Aid Norway 2002 / 2005 - 
2016 

Health & Women's Empowerment, Raising gender 
awareness among Shan Community project

26 National Endownment for 
Democracy 

USA 2002 - to date SWAN center running cost/ staff salary 
Consultation / Networking meeting 

27 Unitarian Universalist Service 
Committee

USA 1999 - 2000 Offi cer Running cost 

28 The Embassy of the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands

Netherland 2015 - 2016 Young Women's Leadership Training under WEP

29 Open Society Institute USA 2000 - 2001 Offi ce Running & Internship 

30 Partner Asia USA 2016 - 2018 Emergency case and Education

31 Planet Wheeler Australia 2012 - 2018 Education

32 Probono Germany 2005 - 2006 Education

33 Philanthropy Connections 
Foundation

Thailand 2017 Education

34 Stichting Care For Children Netherland 2015 Education

35 The Popocatepetl Trust USA 2012 Education

36 Terr Des Hommes Germany 2004 Raising gender awareness among Shan 
Community project

37 Thai Life Thailand 2007 Education

38 Women's Education for 
Advancement and 
Empowerment

Thailand 2004 Income Generation workshop 

39 Individuals 2004 and 2018 Education and other Emergency Case 
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Individuals

Women's Education for 
Advancement and Empowerment

Thai Life

Terr Des Hommes 

The Popocatepetl Trust 

Stichting Care For Children 

Philanthropy Connections Foundation

Probono

Planet Wheeler 

Partner Asia 

Open Society Institute

The Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee

National Endownment for Democracy 

Norwegian Church Aid 

Magical Light Foundation 

LUSH

LifePrep & Starfish fund

International Women's Development Agency 

International republican Institute 

Hussman Foundation 

Help Without Frontiers 

Humanitarian Aid Relief Trust 

Foundation for the People of Burma 

Firetree Asia Foundation

Euro Burma Office

Dom Thai 

Department For International Development 

Danish Burma Committee 

Cosefeb

Children on the Edge 

Body Shop 

Bradley

Burma Relief Center

Burma Life Line 

Between Border

Austcare

APHEDA Via DAK Foundation 

American Jewish World Service (AJWS) 1.92%

1.12%

1.93%

3.41%

2.23%

0.26%

0.07%

0.07%

0.03%

0.16%

0.64%

0.22%

3.33%

9.79%

2.64%

0.18%

0.39%

0.20%

0.23%

0.15%

6.18%

8.52%

0.07%

1.06%

0.60%

0.27%

6.37%

0.16%

0.01%

0.03%

0.39%

0.07%

0.01%

0.02%

1.57%

5.54%

18.99%

20.91%

0.27%

Percentage of funding by donors
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Annex
10 press releases
a) http://www.shanwomen.org/publications/press-releases/135-

statement-from-the-shan-women-s-action-network-on-the-
international-day-for-the-elimination-of-violence-against-
women-2017 

b) http://www.shanwomen.org/publications/press-releases/122-
press-release-question-of-access-to-justice-for-women-and-girls-
facing-violence-in-burma 

c) http://www.shanwomen.org/publications/press-releases/121-
statement-commemoration-of-the-17th-anniversary 

d) http://www.shanwomen.org/images/pressrelease/112015/
Statement_by_Shan_Community_Based_Organisations_
eng_06115.pdf 

e) http://www.shanwomen.org/publications/press-releases/106-
statement-by-shan-community-based-organisations 

f) http://www.shanwomen.org/images/pressrelease/Statement%20
by%20Shan%20CBOs%20on%20Namkham%20protest%20
(English)%20with%20map.pdf 

g) http://www.shanwomen.org/images/pressrelease/press_release_
dec19_eng.pdf 

h) http://www.shanwomen.org/images/pressrelease/press_release_
shan_community_aug_27_eng.pdf 

i) http://www.shanwomen.org/images/pressrelease/10_8_11_
preseles_eng.pdf 

j) http://www.shanwomen.org/images/pressrelease/press_
release_14_7_2011_in_eng.pdf 

k) +WNW

16 newsletters between 1999-2018

a. http://www.shanwomen.org/publications/newsletters/44-swan-
newsletter-1-1999 

b. http://www.shanwomen.org/publications/newsletters/45-swan-
newsletter-2-2001 

c. http://www.shanwomen.org/publications/newsletters/46-swan-
newsletter-3-2002 

d. http://www.shanwomen.org/publications/newsletters/47-swan-
newsletter-4-2003 
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e. http://www.shanwomen.org/publications/newsletters/48-swan-
newsletter-5-2004 

f. http://www.shanwomen.org/publications/newsletters/49-swan-
newsletter-6-2005 

g. http://www.shanwomen.org/publications/newsletters/50-swan-
newsletter-7-2006 

h. http://www.shanwomen.org/publications/newsletters/51-swan-
newsletter-8-2007 

i. http://www.shanwomen.org/publications/newsletters/52-swan-
newsletter-9-2008  

j. http://www.shanwomen.org/publications/newsletters/53-swan-
newsletter-10-2009 

k. http://www.shanwomen.org/publications/newsletters/54-swan-
newsletter-11-2010 

l. http://www.shanwomen.org/publications/newsletters/55-swan-
newsletter-12-2012 

m. http://www.shanwomen.org/publications/newsletters/100-swan-
newsletter-13-2013 

n. https://mailchi.mp/3b39257df548/newsletter-swan-celebrates-19-
years 

o. https://mailchi.mp/80d7df4eadc1/swan-newsletter-civilians-are-
not-a-target 

p. https://mailchi.mp/f67d55bf3b2b/swan-newsletter-women-rising 

14 months of Human Rights Documentation in Shan State 
(January 2018-February 2019)

3 reports
a) http://www.shanwomen.org/reports/43-high-and-dry 
b) http://www.shanwomen.org/images/reports/push_back_eng.pdf 
c) http://www.shanwomen.org/images/reports/licensetorape/

Licence_to_rape.pdf 

2 briefi ng papers 
a) http://www.shanwomen.org/reports/42-burma-army-tracks-

across-shan-state 
b) http://www.shanwomen.org/reports/38-dispelling-the-myths 

1 guidebook
http://www.shanwomen.org/reports/41-forbidden-glimpses-of-shan-
state 








